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Mission Statements 
 

Northampton Public Schools 
 
The mission of the Northampton Public Schools, in partnership with parents and the             
Northampton community, is to ensure high achievement by all students and to enable all              
students to become lifelong learners, critical thinkers and self-fulfilled and socially responsible            
individuals who value and contribute to a multicultural and diverse global society. 

 
 Goal 1: To continually increase student achievement toward the goal of         

having every student literate and every student numerate; 
 Goal 2: To provide safe and healthy schools for our students; 
 Goal 3: To develop in all students a sense of citizenship and their rights and             

responsibilities as a community member; 
 Goal 4: That the district acquire and devote all its resources: fiscal, physical,           

and human, to accomplish Goals 1 through 3. 
 
 
 

Northampton High School  
Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 

  
Northampton High School is committed to preparing versatile, well-rounded students ready to            
function in a diverse, global society. We are committed to engaging all students in a range of                 
high quality educational experiences and opportunities that will assist in the development of             
necessary skills while becoming knowledgeable, competent, creative, empathic, and         
responsible individuals. 
  
As a 21st century learning community, we encourage students to be innovative, independent             
and critical thinkers, and collaborative problem-solvers who contribute to the school and the             
community. We offer a dynamic curriculum that encourages natural curiosity and effective            
communication, and further provides a practical foundation for success in the world. 
  
We recognize the need for a safe and supportive environment and work diligently toward              
achieving that goal. We value the opportunity for students to develop a strong voice in school                
policy-making and programming. In addition, students are encouraged to make healthy and            
safe life choices as they relate to future endeavors. 
  
We promote the responsible use of technology and provide students with an understanding of              
the ethical considerations regarding technology.  
 

(Learning Expectations are located on Page 23.) 
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Principal’s Forward 
 
 
 
The Northampton High School Program of Studies presents a wide range of courses, including              
essential information on graduation requirements and educational opportunities offered, to          
engage and challenge all students while meeting individual needs and goals. We emphasize a              
high level of academic rigor and provide a meaningful educational experience for every             
student. Each of our courses is carefully crafted to provide opportunities to engage our              
learning expectations. 
 
The course selection process is an important one and should not be limited to this publication.                
The most important element in a successful academic program is you, the student. Each year               
brings a new opportunity to design a selection of courses that speaks directly to both who you                 
are and who you would like to become.  
 
As you look through our offerings, I urge you to consider two concepts: challenge and balance.                
Plenty of courses here will provide rigor and academic challenge to feed your mind, but you                
should also take the opportunity to take a class that feeds your passion and your heart. High                 
school provides a unique time to explore and develop your strengths and your interests.  
 
As you go through the process of selecting courses please know that you are not expected to do                  
this alone. Information from your teachers and guidance counselor is a critical component in              
making appropriate choices. Your interests, ability, past performance, and goals for the future             
are all important factors that need to be considered. Spend some time exploring and discussing               
options with your parents and guardians. Your careful and thoughtful attention to the course              
selection process will help us develop an educational program that best meets your needs and               
interests. It is important to note that your course schedule is built based on the courses you                 
chose; no course changes will be allowed unless for reasons as detailed in the Course Selection                
section of this Program. 
 
Northampton High School has an excellent educational program taught by a talented and             
dedicated faculty. This high school is committed to providing each student with an education              
in which essential information and skills are learned, knowledge is explored, and ideas are              
critically analyzed and evaluated.  
 
 
 

Bryan Lombardi 
Principal, Northampton High School 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

7 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 



Guidance and Counseling Department 

The Guidance Office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Counselors may be contacted directly  
at the following numbers or by email. 

All staff have voicemail. 
 
 
 

Guidance Counselors 
 

Roberta Fydenkevez  587-1349; rfydenkevez@northampton-k12.us 

Karen Hidalgo      587-1352; khidalgo@northampton-k12.us 

Sheila Deam      587-1350; sdeam@northampton-k12.us 

Anna Rigali    587-1351; annarigali@northampton-k12.us 
 
 
 

School Adjustment Counselors 

Kathy Goodwin-Boyd  587-1372; kgoodwinboyd@northampton-k12.us 

Charlie Guimond 587-3338;  cguimond@northampton-k12.us 

School Adjustment Counselor   587-1346, Ext. 3103  
 
 

Internship Coordinator 

Meshia Begin  587-1358; mbegin@northampton-k12.us 
 
 

School Counseling Dept Secretary/High School Registrar 

Andrea Sullivan  587-1353; asullivan@northampton-k12.us 
 
 
 

Principal’s Office Telephone: 587-1341 Fax: 587-1374 
Guidance Office Telephone:   587-1353 Fax: 587-1368 
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Guidance Counseling Department  

Philosophy 
 

The philosophy of the Northampton High School Guidance Counseling Department is to help             
all students successfully navigate through high school academically, socially and personally.           
The guidance department provides a planned, data driven academic, career and personal/social            
experience for all students 9-12.  
 
The guidance department aligns and works with the school’s mission statement and learning             
expectations in supporting the academic achievement of all students. The Massachusetts Model            
for Comprehensive School Counseling and the ASCA National Model with their data-driven            
and results-based focus serves as a guide for the NHS school counseling team. The emphasis of                
the guidance program is to maximize the potential of all students through a comprehensive              
developmental approach. 
 
Through individual, small and large group guidance and counseling settings, coordination and            
consultation with the family, school and community resources, the counselor works to assist             
students to become healthy and effective human beings as they transition to adulthood. 
 

Learning Expectations 
The Guidance Counselors assist all students to mature in self-understanding, self-responsibility           
and decision-making abilities. Each student is assigned a counselor upon entering the High             
School, who works closely with the student and their parents/guardians to make the high school               
experience an opportunity for all students to reach their fullest educational potential. 
 

Academic Learning Expectations 
● To be skilled listeners and observers 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers 

 
Social and Civic Learning Expectations 

● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments. 
● To be able to make healthy and safe life choices. 
● To be able to handle and resolve conflict by utilizing empathy, flexibility, respect and              

self control. 
 
The counseling department works with all students on the above stated learning expectations.             
The grade level guidance lesson plans conducted in small and large groups along with              
individual meetings provide all students with a range of opportunities to engage, practice and              
integrate the academic and social/civic learning expectations. 

 
 
 

10 



Marking System and Grade Point Average 
 

 
Numerical 

Grade Letter Grade Grade Points 

94 – 100 A 4.0 

90 – 93 A- 3.7 

87 – 89 B+ 3.3 

84 – 86 B 3.0 

80 – 83 B- 2.7 

77 – 79 C+ 2.3 

74 – 76 C 2.0 

70 – 73 C- 1.7 

67 – 69 D+ 1.0 

64 - 66 D 1.0 

60 - 63 D- 1.0 

Below 60 F 0 
 
The lowest passing grade is 60.  
 

Students will receive P for satisfactory work (credit given) or F for unsatisfactory work in the                
following courses (these grades are not calculated in the GPA): 
 

Internship  
Peer Tutor 
Teacher Assistant 

IT Pathways 
Work Study 
CAMP 

 

Northampton High School uses an unweighted grading system.  There is no ranking of students . 
 

Honor Roll 
 
Students are placed on the Honor Roll if they meet the Marking Period GPA requirement               
according to the following standards: 

 
First Honors: 3.4 
Second Honors: 3.2 
Third Honors: 3.0 
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Graduation Requirements 
 
 
Credit Requirement: Minimum of  28  total credits needed to graduate 
 
Required Courses, as follows: 

● 4 English courses, 1 each year 
● 3 Social Studies courses 

Classes of 2019:   US History and two additional courses 
Class of 2020 and beyond:   World History 1, World History 2, and US History  

● 3 Mathematics courses 
● 3 Science courses - all students must take Biology 
● 1 Course in Visual or Performing Arts (starting with the Class of 2022):             

most courses listed in the Visual Arts, Performing Arts, and Technology           
Departments will fulfill this requirement  

● 2 additional academic courses from the following subject areas: Math,          
Science, Social Studies, English, or World Language 

● Wellness I (Class of 2019) 
● Wellness Education Program (starting with the Class of 2020) 

4 courses: 
Grade 9:  Wellness I / semester course / 1 credit 
Grade 10: Wellness Education 10/ Activities and Seminars  
Grade 11: Wellness Education 11/ Activities and Seminars  
Grade 12: Wellness Education 12/ Activities and Seminars 

 
 
Passing Scores in MCAS tests (Math, English Language Arts, and          
Science/Technology) as required by Massachusetts State Department of Education. 
 
Note: Students who are in the “Needs Improvement” (Score Range 220-238) category of Math              
MCAS are given an Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP), and they continue to take math              
courses until they receive a “proficient” score or through their senior year.  
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Colleges and Universities Admission Standards 

 

General Requirements for Post-Secondary Education 
No set pattern of admission requirements applies to all institutions of higher learning.             
Information on many colleges is available for students. Specific entrance requirements for            
post-secondary education should be checked in the published information for each institution.            
School Counselors will assist students in the college process. Students who are preparing to              
enter college should select their sequences from the areas of English, mathematics, science,             
history/social sciences, and foreign languages with sufficient credits in each area to meet the              
requirements of the colleges they are interested in. 

Massachusetts State Universities and UMass Minimum Course Requirements 
Although some colleges may have additional requirements, minimum coursework which totals           
seventeen (17) college preparatory courses are presently required by the state universities and             
UMass system. A course is equivalent to one full school year of study. Courses count toward                
the distribution only if passed.  
  
 
These courses are distributed as follows: 
 

Subject  
Requirements for Entering College Freshman 

Fall 2017 and Beyond 

English  4 courses 

Mathematics 

4 courses (Algebra I & II and Geometry or Trigonometry, 

or comparable coursework) including mathematics in 

the final year of high school  

Sciences 

3 courses (from Natural Science and/or Physical 

Science and/or Technology/Engineering), including 3 

courses with laboratory work 

Social Sciences  2 courses (including 1 course in U.S. History) 

Foreign Languages  2 courses (in a single language) 

Electives  
2 courses (from the above subjects or from the Arts & 

Humanities or Computer Sciences) 

 
Note:  comparable courses are defined as coursework that is equal to or  

beyond the content defined in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  
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Graduation Progression  
 

To remain on track to graduate in four years, students are expected to earn credits as follows:  
 

End of Year 1 - 0 7 credits  
End of Year 2 - 14 credits  
End of Year 3 - 20 credits  
End of Year 4 - 28 credits needed to graduate 

 
A student who has received credit for a sequential academic course may not receive credit a                
second time for the same course. 
 

Courses which meet daily for 1 semester earn 1 credit.  
Courses which meet daily for a full year (2 semesters) earn 2 credits. 

Credit Recovery Options 
 

Students who fall behind with credits are allowed credit recovery through Summer School and              
Online Class Options. All options require a fee and that a student receive a passing grade in at                  
least one of the 10 week grading quarters within a semester. Successful completion will result               
in recovery of academic credit, however the grade will not be averaged into their GPA. 
 
Summer School: 
 

To be eligible for summer school, a student must obtain a passing grade for at least one                 
10-week marking period in the subject to be made up. Upon completion, student will receive               
credit for the course, but the grade will not be included in student’s GPA. Course credit is                 
subject to compliance with the attendance policy.  
 
Online Class Options: 
 

With a recommendation from a school counselor or administrator, a student may participate in               
an online program. Online classes must be from an accredited college or through Edgenuity.              
Students are responsible for any fees associated with online classes. Online classes are             
encouraged for students needing to recover credits.  
 

Course Selection Process 
 
Students select courses online, using their Aspen accounts, in the spring of each year. It is                
important that they carefully analyze all of the information: units of credit, requirements,             
prerequisites, and scheduled offerings. 
 
Guidance counselors will advise students regarding their individual program of study, ensuring            
that selections are consistent with graduation requirements. 
 

Courses may be cancelled due to insufficient enrollment or staffing constraints. 
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Course Changes / Withdrawal Procedure 

 
Students will not be able to change their course schedules or withdraw from courses without               
permission from a teacher, guidance counselor or administrator. Changes will only be            
permitted for the following reasons:  

● A prerequisite has not been met 
● A course was made up in summer school 
● To correct placement in the inappropriate academic level 
● To meet high school graduation or college admissions requirements 

 
Course changes, meeting the above criteria, may be requested by students to their guidance              
counselor during the first 5 days of the first semester and the first 3 days of the second                  
semester. Course changes may be made after this period only if the teacher or guidance               
counselor recommends the request and is approved by building administration. If the change             
made is a level change within the same content area, the grades earned in the dropped course                 
will transfer to the added course.  
 
If the change made is from a course in one content area to a course in a different content area at                     
or after the 10-week semester mark, a W will be assigned for the dropped course as the                 
student’s final course grade and will appear on the transcript as such. No credit will be given                 
for the course and it will not be calculated in the student’s GPA. 
 
Full-year courses: The course change period for two-semester courses is the first five weeks              
of Semester 1. Withdrawing from a two-semester course after this period will result in a               
student receiving a W (withdraw) on his/her transcript and earning no credit. The course will               
not be calculated in the student’s GPA. 
 
 
 

Levels of Instruction 
 
All courses at NHS are designed to be challenging and to develop students’ academic skills.               
All regular education courses are considered to be college preparatory. Honors and Advanced             
Placement courses are especially rigorous and fast-paced. They are for students with scholarly             
interests and the ability to think abstractly, conceptualize and solve problems. Students and             
parents are advised that courses at this level are best chosen by students who are highly                
motivated and committed to working hard. 
 

● A final grade of 86 or better in prerequisite courses is suggested 
● Summer assignments are required for some courses 

 

Honors Courses (H) 
Northampton High School currently offers students a wide variety of honors level courses.             
Honors level courses are designed to provide students with a rigorous curriculum that is              
introduced at an accelerated pace. These courses are designed to challenge students            
academically and help them to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills.  Honors             
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courses are demanding with an increase in the overall amount of classwork and homework              
assigned, reading and preparation, and faster paced learning with an emphasis on independent             
work. 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) 

 
The College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Program allows students to take rigorous            
college-level courses while high school. AP courses require students to work independently            
and engage in fast paced, scholarly curriculum. Students enrolled in an AP course should              
expect to be assigned summer work that will need to be completed by the first day of classes. A                   
student who enrolls in a two-semester (2 credit) AP course is required to remain in the class for                  
two semesters to earn credit. The period during which students may make changes for              
two-semester courses is the first five weeks of Semester 1.  
 
Each AP course has a corresponding assessment test through which students may earn college              
credit. Participating high schools administer the AP exams each May.  All students taking an              
AP course are required to take the corresponding AP Exam  and pay the College Board fee.                
NHS strongly believes that all students should have equal access to our Advanced Placement              
curriculum. Therefore, a prorated fee scale is in place for students who qualify for the Federal                
Free and Reduced Lunch Program, families with more than one student taking an AP exam, and                
students taking multiple AP exams. Please see your guidance counselor for further information             
on qualifying for a prorated fee. 
 
Students enrolled in an AP class may not withdraw from the course to take a Smith College                 
class.  
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Other Educational Options 
 

Alternative Educational Options include Smith College, dual enrollment, internships, capstone,          
work-study, teacher assistant opportunities, and developmental remedial opportunities. All         
alternative educational options need prior approval from guidance counselors and NHS           
administration. These opportunities do not count toward NHS high school  graduation           
requirements , but will count toward credit requirements . Students choosing to enroll in            
alternative options will not be able to reserve seats for NHS classes. If a Smith class or dual                  
enrollment class is not available, then students will be scheduled into available NHS classes.  
 
 
SMITH COLLEGE COURSE CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
Grade 11 may take 1 course, Grade 12 may take 2 courses 
 

Smith College offers opportunities for advanced education for qualified students.  
● Available by permission of NHS administration to juniors or seniors with a minimum             

GPA of 3.4. 
● Enrollment is limited to 2 courses per semester for seniors, 1 for juniors. 
● Available to students who have exhausted all high school offerings in the academic area              

of choice. 
● Students continuing the study of a foreign language must take a placement test. 
● Performance, studio art, first-year seminars, and physical activity classes are NOT open            

to NHS students. 
● Students may take only those Smith courses that are worth at least 4 credits in the                

college’s system or if less than 4 credits only if it is a student’s fifth class in a semester. 
● Enrollment is based on availability and permission of instructor and Dean of the             

College. 
● Smith College students have priority over NHS students for entry into classes. 
● Students are required to complete the registration process as prescribed by Smith            

College and Northampton High School. 
● Grades are awarded by Smith College and provided to the NHS Guidance Department. 
● Grades are entered in students’ NHS transcripts and credits are awarded by            

Northampton High School based on Smith College reporting. 
● Grades are calculated into NHS GPA. 
● Mid-term grades are not reported or recorded for NHS students, who are notified only if               

they are performing unsatisfactorily at mid-semester. 
● Smith College provides transcripts to NHS students, but does not provide college credit.  
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DUAL ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
 

● NHS defines dual enrollment courses as: Courses taken at a 2 or 4-year accredited              
college (online or on site) where the student earns credit at the high school and the                
college.  

● A 3 credit course would equate to 1 credit at Northampton High School.  
● The high school transcript will indicate the course name, the college, and credit earned. 
● The grade will be calculated into the GPA.  
● Dual Enrollment courses cannot be taken in place of high school graduation            

requirements (except in special circumstances with permission of administration).  
● Students who take developmental/remedial courses based on results of the college’s           

placement test will receive credit upon successful completion of the course. 
  
Eligibility and Program Requirements: 

● The student must be a high school junior or senior and making satisfactory progress              
toward high school graduation.  

● The student/family must accept the responsibility for all tuition and educational           
expenses associated with the Dual Enrollment course(s). An exception may be if the             
state is funding courses taken through the Board of Higher Education’s Dual Enrollment             
Program. Please contact the college directly for cost information. 

● The student is responsible for contacting the college and registering for the college             
course. This includes completing any applications or placement tests.  

● The student is responsible for giving a copy of their course registration from the college               
to their Guidance Counselor.  

● Immediately following the completion of the course, the student is responsible for            
giving a copy of the official college transcript to their Guidance Counselor in order to               
be included on the NHS transcript.  

● Students may register for more than one college level course per semester. 
  
 
 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM CREDIT: 1  OR   2 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
This course will be graded Pass/Fail and does  not  count in GPA calculations  
7 ½ hrs/wk = 1 credit; 15 hrs/wk = 2 credits 
 

Seniors wishing to explore a career path prior to leaving high school may initiate an internship                
in a community organization/business. Parents/guardians cannot directly supervise their child          
if they work at the organization where the internship is occurring. The intent of this option is                 
to provide an opportunity for Seniors and Juniors to be mentored by an experienced practitioner               
in an area of interest.  Attendance will be recorded and a reflection paper is required.  
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TEACHER ASSISTANT CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
This course will be graded Pass/Fail and does  not  count in GPA calculations  
 

Guidelines for all Departments: 
● Student has successfully taken the course in which she/he wishes to TA 
● Recommendation of the teacher who instructed the student in that course 
● Administrative approval is required.  

 
 
 
WORK STUDY CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
This course will be graded Pass/Fail and does  not  count in GPA calculations  
7 ½ hrs/wk = 1 credit 
 

Work Study credits may be awarded to students who have a part-time job (at least 7.5 hours per                  
week) outside of the school. Students must register with their guidance counselor and the              
internship coordinator and submit timesheets from their employer (cannot be parent).  
 
 
 
PEER TUTOR CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
 

Students will earn credit for tutoring younger students in specific course work. Grades are P/F               
and are not calculated in the GPA  
 
 
 
5131 TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
Prerequisite:  Permission of the District’s Systems’ Engineer/IT Specialist and Teacher 
This course will be graded Pass/Fail and does  not  count in GPA calculations  
 
 
Students will work alongside the district’s Information Technology staff, providing technical           
support to both faculty members and fellow students as needed. Students will learn how to               
manage and navigate an IT helpdesk system as well as understand the workflow of an IT team.                 
Additionally, students will become competent in standard troubleshooting procedures and          
communication skills around working with the public. Students will develop technical skills            
relating to the management of devices, both hardware and software. Students who would like to               
participate need basic familiarity with computer hardware, terms, and operating systems such            
as Windows, Mac and/or Linux. Interested applicants will need to submit a specified             
application. This can be picked up in the internship coordinator’s office. 
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SENIOR CAPSTONE CREDIT: 1  
Open to Grade 12 
Second Semester Only  
 
The Capstone Project enables and encourages self-motivated 12th grade students to explore a             
subject area that interests them in ways that best suit their preferred learning style. Students               
will participate in research, field work, apprenticeship, volunteer work, paid employment,           
community involvement, social and political activism, etc.--all with the aim of enriching            
themselves and making a meaningful contribution to the community at large. Students will             
design a project, complete a public presentation Students will work submit a proposal to for               
their project idea to the capstone teacher for approval prior to the start of second semester.                
Interested students should see their guidance counselor for further information.  
 
 
 
IT INNOVATIVE PATHWAY  
Students will complete all required graduation requirements upon completion of program.  
 
The Technology Innovation Pathway seeks to create positive life outcomes for students who do              
not wish to enroll immediately in a 4-year institution of higher education and enhance the               
regional economy by preparing high school students for careers in information technology. This             
Pathway will include a specific scope and sequence of high school coursework and summer and               
school year internship experiences, college courses, and a 14-week IT training program            
provided by Tech Foundry, an IT workforce development/training organization with almost 100            
local employer partners. They provide internships, career advice/support and ultimately job           
opportunities to Tech Foundry graduates, who have demonstrated skill competencies necessary           
for an entry-level position. These employers include, but are not limited to, Baystate Health,              
Northeast Point of Sale, Netlogix, Northeast IT, Court Square Group, Paragus Strategic, I.T.,             
Entre Computer Center, Bulkley Richardson, UMass, Rediker Software, SMC Partners and           
many others. The Tech Foundry curriculum, combined with the internships offered by area             
employers, provides  skill development and career pathways for traditionally low-income,          
underserved populations, while simultaneously developing an entry level IT workforce in the            
Pioneer Valley. 
 

Students completing the pathway will obtain a high school diploma, transferable           
post-secondary credit, an IT certificate from Greenfield Community College, and micro           
credentials or badges that match the current employment requirements of local businesses.            
These badges include HTML, JavaScript, Python, SQL, Intro to Data Collection, Data            
Compliance, Encryption and Security, Microsoft Access, Visualizing Data, Advanced Storage          
Concepts, Networking and Infrastructure Overview, Intro to Networking Diagnostics,         
Virtualization, Cabling, Understanding SSL, Microsoft Office, PC Deployment, Hardware         
Assembly and Diagnostics, Active Directory Fundamentals, and Virus/Malware Detection and          
Removal. 
 

Students will complete a 200-hour Northampton-based internship over the course of their first             
three years in high school. The experience will be documented and assessed via a MA               
Work-Based Learning Plan and will focus on developing general foundation skills and            
computer user support competencies.  
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Recommended course and intern sequence: 
 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Freshman Internship 
(50 hours) 

Sophomore Internship 
(50 hours) 

Junior Internship  
(100 Hours) 

CIS 151(GCC Class) 
required for Network 

Administration Certificate 
 

OR 
 

CIS 180 (GCC Class) 
required for Web 

Development and Design 
Certificate 

Integrated Mathematics 
1 

Integrated Mathematics 
3 Computer Science 1 14-Week Tech Foundry 

Course 

Integrated Mathematics 
2  

(may also be taken Sophomore year) 
 CIS 150 (GCC class)  
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Four-Year Planning 
 

 
It is strongly recommended that students, with the help of parents, counselor, and teachers,              
develop a four-year plan for high school courses. This will help insure the completion of all                
requirements as well as guide the selection of electives. It is the recommendation of the NHS                
Guidance Department that students continue in a rigorous college readiness program,           
indicating 5 or more academic courses per school year. A four-year plan grid is included on the                 
next page to assist in your planning process. 
 

Y  4 Y EAR  P LAN 
 

                              Semester 1                                      Grade 9                            Semester 2  

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

 
                             Semester 1                                      Grade 10                           Semester 2  

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

 
                             Semester 1                                      Grade 11                           Semester 2  

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

 
                             Semester 1                                      Grade 12                           Semester 2  

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 
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Northampton High School Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 

Northampton High School is committed to preparing versatile, well-rounded students ready to            
function in a diverse, global society. We are committed to engaging all students in a range of high                  
quality educational experiences and opportunities that will assist in the development of necessary             
skills while becoming knowledgeable, competent, creative, empathic, and responsible individuals. 
  

As a 21 st century learning community, we encourage students to be innovative, independent and              
critical thinkers, and collaborative problem-solvers who contribute to the school and the            
community. We offer a dynamic curriculum that encourages natural curiosity and effective            
communication, and further provides a practical foundation for success in the world. 
 
We recognize the need for a safe and supportive environment and work diligently toward achieving               
that goal. We value the opportunity for students to develop a strong voice in school policy-making                
and programming. In addition, students are encouraged to make healthy and safe life choices as               
they relate to future endeavors.  
 
We promote the responsible use of technology and provide students with an understanding of the               
ethical considerations regarding technology.  
 
The Northampton High School Community has identified the following learning expectations for all             
students: 

 
Academic Learning Expectations: 

● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking, and visual means for a variety             
of purposes 

● To be skilled listeners and observers 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers, and problem solvers 
● To be effective in the use of technology and understand the ethical considerations             

regarding retrieving and utilizing information 
● To engage in creative activities and understand their role in innovation 
● To develop an understanding of the aesthetic, social, and historical contributions from            

many different cultures 
 

Social and Civic Learning Expectations: 
● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments 
● To be able to make healthy and safe life choices 
● To be able to comprehend and interpret information in the media 
● To be able to handle and resolve conflict by utilizing empathy, flexibility, respect, and              

self control 
● To develop leadership skills including integrity, accountability, and a sense of social            

justice including a student government that aids in improving the school 
 
See the following  link to access the rubric for the academic and social and civic learning                
expectations:  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-h9y2G8tZbfSm93SFpnZ1pEb0E 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
  

Philosophy 
  
The English Department at Northampton High School emphasizes the acquisition and           
development of the core skills of English Language Arts: reading, thinking, speaking, and             
writing. Understanding that being able to communicate clearly and collaborate effectively is            
essential to individual success—in high school, in college, and beyond—we encourages the            
development of these essential skills through the close reading and discussion of literary and              
nonfiction texts and the practice of analytical writing, research, argument, and creative writing.             
Believing in the power of language to open new worlds to learners, we offer a curriculum                
designed to develop these skills while also encouraging students to explore a broad range of               
genres, time periods, and cultures. Our reading lists reflect our hope that students will acquire               
increasingly global perspectives, gain a deeper understanding of the potential of literature and             
the power of language, and experience with greater frequency the various pleasures of reading. 
 

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of              

purposes; 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers; and 
● To develop an understanding of the aesthetic, social, and historical contributions from            

many different cultures. 

Social and Civic Learning Expectation 
● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments 

 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
 

● To promote an appreciation for and understanding of a wide range of texts;  
● To develop students’ confidence in their own abilities in reading, writing, and speaking;  
● To encourage students to think and read critically;  
● To create opportunities that allow students to apply their knowledge and skills in             

authentic ways;  
● To challenge students to take ownership of their learning; 
● To facilitate opportunities for students to work collaboratively.  
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English Courses  
 
 
0111 ENGLISH 1 CREDIT: 1 
This course is required for all 9th grade students. 
  

English 1 is a rigorous, skills-based course that provides students with the foundational             
instruction and practice they need to achieve college and career readiness. To this end, the               
course emphasizes the acquisition and development of essential skills through in-depth           
discourse and the study of English language and literature. Students expand and deepen their              
critical thinking skills through the practice of written and spoken analysis and argument             
focusing on a variety of texts, including fiction, poetry, nonfiction, and visual texts. They learn               
close reading and annotation strategies, develop discussion techniques/norms, and practice          
formal, analytical and argumentative writing. Employing essential rhetorical modes, such as           
persuasion, analysis, narration, and classification in their writing practice, students gain the            
confidence necessary to write objectively and authoritatively, to support claims with evidence,            
and to provide convincing commentary. Students also acquire more advanced research skills,            
gain valuable debate / public speaking practice, make formal presentations, and work            
collaboratively on assigned projects. Thus, the course has a three-part focus: the learning and              
practice of the strategies prerequisite to the careful, close reading of texts; the development of               
more advanced spoken expression; and the improvement of writing and its           
mechanics--especially grammar, style, and usage – so that students learn to communicate            
effectively to a variety of audiences for a range of purposes. 
 
 
0211 ENGLISH 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: English 1 
  

English 2 explores and celebrates the great, diverse, and ever-evolving body of work we call               
American literature. We read, discuss, and write about novels, short stories, drama, and poetry              
by a wide range of American writers. In our class discussions, we ask and try to answer some                  
essential questions: What is American literature and what, if anything, makes it uniquely             
American? Is there an American national identity, and how may we describe or characterize it?               
What roles can individuals play on the larger stage of America's present and future? In our                
efforts to answer these questions, we study the literature that has come out of our experience of                 
defining a young nation, immigration, racial and economic struggle, war, and the never-ending             
challenge of navigating through society's norms and expectations. While the general           
orientation of the course is thematic, our foremost goal is to help students develop and improve                
their analytic and writing skills through the study of rich texts, including both imaginative              
literature and nonfiction. With this aim in mind, students should be prepared to read assigned               
pages every night, to participate eagerly and substantively in class discussions, to work             
independently and cooperatively in small groups, and to write and revise written work regularly              
and critically throughout the semester.  
  

26 



0200 HONORS ENGLISH 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: English 1 
  

Honors English 2 explores and celebrates the great, diverse, and ever-evolving American            
literary tradition from the 19th century to the present day. We read, discuss, and write about                
novels, short stories, drama, and poetry by writers representing a broad spectrum of literary              
traditions within the body of work we call American literature. The primary goal of the course                
is to advance student analytic thinking and writing skills and, thus, better prepare students to               
take on challenging college study. With this aim in mind, students should be prepared for a                
rigorous course of study that includes the close reading of layered texts, fast-paced class              
discussion, and challenging assignments that engage students in focused analysis through           
formal writing and presentation. Although it is mostly student reading and writing that will be               
assessed, engaged class participation, group work, and a variety of other forms of speaking and               
listening will also be required and critical to student success. Therefore, this honors-level             
course is designed for those whose skills are well developed, and only those with confidence in                
their existing reading and writing skills and an eagerness to work hard to take those skills to a                  
higher level should enroll. 
 
 
0311 ENGLISH 3 - LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION CREDIT: 1 
Open  only  to Grade 11 
 

English Language and Composition focuses on reading, writing, and analyzing          
nonfiction—primarily argument. The course is designed to improve close reading and writing            
skills in ways that extend beyond the classroom, such as creating text for websites and blogs,                
scripts for podcasts, proposals for civic change, and cover letters for applications. It is also               
intended to prepare students for the first-year writing course required at most colleges.             
Students will read, discuss, and write about a wide range of nonfiction texts that include               
speeches by Abraham Lincoln, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.; essays about             
contemporary issues; and op-eds, articles, and visual texts on current topics in the news. You’ll               
receive instruction on writing in a variety of forms like op-eds, analysis essays, arguments,              
synthesis essays, and personal narratives.  
 
 
0300 ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
Prerequisite: English 2 or English 3 
 

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is a one-semester course focused on            
reading, writing, and analyzing nonfiction. The class is designed to be the equivalent of the               
first-year writing course required at most colleges and universities. Students should have            
relatively advanced skills in reading and writing when entering the course as the class is               
designed to improve those existing skills. Students will read, discuss, and write about a wide               
range of nonfiction texts written from the 1500s to yesterday, including speeches by Queen              
Elizabeth I, Abraham Lincoln and Malcolm X; essays by George Orwell, Henry Louis Gates Jr.,               
and Virginia Woolf; and op-eds, articles, and visual texts on current topics in the news. You’ll                
receive instruction on writing in a variety of forms like op-eds, rhetorical analysis essays,              
arguments, synthesis essays, and personal narratives. While there is some test preparation for             
the AP exam, it is not the primary focus of the course. 

 
27 



Course Offerings for Senior English Requirement 
 
Students will choose one of the following courses during their senior year and successful              
completion will fulfill the NHS English requirements for graduation. These courses may also             
be used as electives for sophomores and juniors, however  all students MUST take one of the                
courses their senior year.  
 
 
0411 WORLD LITERATURE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: English 3 
  

This course introduces students to stories and ideas from around the world, both in fiction,               
non-fiction, and poetry. We will examine themes of spirituality, human transformation, and            
social change and how they often intersect in literature. We will analyze texts through the               
critical lenses of Reader Response, Marxism, Feminism, and New Historicism. Sweeping           
literary movements such as magical realism, existentialism, and absurdism, and philosophies           
such as Buddhism will be explored. Our goal is to make connections between our world and the                 
world of ideas as seen in writing, and recognize our place in a global community where ideas                 
resonate across cultures and time. Over the course of the semester, students will write common               
argumentative, informative/exploratory, narrative, and research assessments. 
 
 
0481 SCIENCE IN LITERATURE CREDIT: 1 
 

In this course, science and literature are brought together as they coexist in our lives.               
Scientific discoveries have cured the sick, enabled us to explore the heavens, and have helped               
make life more comfortable for much of humanity. Scientific studies along with their stories              
prompt new understandings and provoke deeper questioning of motives, purpose, and outcomes            
in humans’ lives. This course is an investigation into works of literature that explore the               
impacts of science on our world and the questions of ethics that inevitably arise with scientific                
advances. The core of our study is reading, writing, and discussion, but we will also collaborate                
on projects, make presentations, engaging each other and possibly the community at large. In              
addition to a variety of articles, short stories, and poems by contemporary and classic writers,               
we will read from books like  Silent Spring  by Rachel Carson,  The Immortal Life of Henrietta                
Lacks , by Rebecca Skloot,  Galileo’s Daughter , by Dava Sobel,  and  Thunderstruck , by Erik             
Larson. 
 
 
0461 LITERATURE AND THE SCREEN CREDIT:1 
 

Throughout this course students undertake a semester-long investigation into the ways movies            
transform literature into a visual art form. Through film, students will develop and hone their               
analytical and interpretive skills by paying close attention to the ways media construct             
narratives, define genres, and address the social and political concerns of their time.  
 

Students will read short stories and novels, movie reviews and essays in film theory, and will                
watch more than a dozen short and feature-length films. Students will write analytical essays              
comparing texts and films and will give multimedia presentations that incorporate video and             
text. Students will also write several film reviews. 
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The focus of the course will be science fiction and dystopias; we may study some of the                 
following works:  Minority Report, Blade Runner, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Forbidden            
Planet, Children of Men, 2001: A Space Odyssey, Brazil, The Fly , “The Metamorphosis,”             
Kindred , and  Back to the Future . Some material will be graphic in content and parental               
permission will be required for R-rated films. 
 
 
0491 THE ART OF POETRY CREDIT: 1 
 

The Art of Poetry  course covers a body of poetry across time, place, and form.  This course is                  
designed to introduce — or perhaps reintroduce — you to some of the basics of poetry. Each                 
lesson will focus on close readings of one or two poems, so we can give them the concentration                  
they deserve. We will spend time researching, analyzing, and writing about poetry, and also             
imitating forms and themes to create our own poems. Diverse methods of literary criticism will               
be employed, such as historical, biographical, and gender criticism. We will publish our             
discoveries and creations in a class project. Texts may include:  The Premier Book of Major               
Poets Edited by Anita Dore (1970),  PBS News Hour: Poetry Site (i nterviews, readings, and              
commentary), along with handouts and essays on a range of poets and poetry (especially              
contemporary). 
 
 
0341 THE GRAPHIC NOVEL CREDIT: 1 
 

Students will read graphic novels as well as articles and essays about the graphic novel as an                 
art and literary genre. Scott McCloud’s book,  Understanding Comics , a graphic book about the              
graphic novel, is the “textbook” for the course. The required reading list spans the gamut of                
graphic novels from one of the first graphic novels written by Will Eisner,  Contract with God,                
to a look at the superhero books, to the coming of age novel  American Born Chinese. We will                  
also look at historical/political novels such as  Maus  by Art Spiegelman and  Persepolis  by              
Marjane Satrapi. Students will analyze text in a variety of ways including classroom             
discussion, analytical essays, and panel creation. It is not necessary or required to be an artist                
to take the class, but we will use art in our study. Students will also be expected to read and                    
research graphic novels independently. 
 
 
0371 MODERN IRISH LITERATURE CREDIT: 1 
 

Ireland is known for its rich tradition of poetry and storytelling, one that reflects its lush                
natural beauty, its tumultuous history, its whimsical folklore, its Christian and pagan            
mysticism, its love of language, and its people’s wonderfully lyrical wit and wisdom. This              
course explores that tradition, which is very much alive today, with the aim of gaining a greater                 
understanding and appreciation of it. Ireland’s historical struggle, for independence and to            
forge a post-colonial national identity, provides a backdrop for our study, but our interest is in                
all things Irish, past and present, so Irish music, visual art, film, etc. are also topics for                 
discussion. The reading list (which includes no novels) consists of poetry, plays, and short              
stories by notable Irish writers of the past, such as Yeats, Synge, Joyce, Beckett, and Heaney, as                 
well as present-day writers Eavan Boland, Edna O’Brien, Roddy Doyle, Harry Clifton, Marina             
Carr, and others. 
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0400 ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE & COMPOSITION CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: English 2 
  

AP English Literature and Composition is a demanding course intended for students who wish              
to refine their writing and reading skills, improve their vocabularies, and increase their facility              
with the written and spoken word. The course prepares students for the Advanced Placement              
Exam in English Literature and Composition. To that end, students are required to read closely               
and write analytically about literary works (poetry, fiction, and drama) and selected works of              
nonfiction, to engage in “the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature”             
(College Board). Students read and reread challenging texts, engage in fast-paced, in-depth            
class discussions of those texts, and write numerous short and long critical essays. Although              
the course is designed to prepare students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam,               
the sustained focus of the course is on the rewards and pleasures of examining literature with a                 
critical eye and acquiring the skills to write and discuss them substantively. Students who              
enroll should have strong reading and writing skills, a level of comfort with the abstract, and a                 
love for reading and rereading difficult texts. 
 
 
 

English Electives 
 
Elective courses do  not fulfill the English requirement, but do fulfill graduation credits.             
Students may also choose from the Course Offerings for Senior English Requirement for their              
electives.  
 
 
0331 CREATIVE WRITING CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
This course may be taken more than once 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

Students will create polished works of fiction, drama, poetry, and other forms. Some pieces are               
teacher-assigned and some are self-chosen; multiple revisions are expected. Students regularly           
engage in writing exercises designed to stimulate imagination and develop skills. Class            
members must be willing to learn how to share their work, receive feedback, and critique               
others' work in a non-threatening, yet constructive workshop process. Selected readings are a             
required part of the course: these will consist primarily of short stories, poems, plays, and               
writers writing about writing. Students should note that the course is highly structured and              
rigorous, and that it is fun and rewarding for hard-working writers, who will enjoy an               
opportunity to experiment with personal expression, storytelling, language, form, and style. 
 
 
0351 JOURNALISM CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
This course may be taken more than once 
 

Students in Journalism courses will learn to write and edit reviews, editorials, straight news,              
features, and advertising copy. The "text" for the course is the contemporary print and              
electronic media. We will study the way newspapers, magazines, television, radio, and the             
Internet shape our perceptions of the world. In addition, we will look closely at First               
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Amendment issues, libel, professional conduct and ethics, the handling of controversial stories,            
and the role of a free press in a democracy. Students in this course serve as the staff of the                    
school newspaper,  The Devil’s Advocate . 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 

Philosophy 
 

A social studies education gives students opportunities to develop a comprehensive           
understanding of the world and its many cultures and ways of life different from their own.                
 With a sound background in the social sciences, students may gain an appreciation of the               
world's many peoples and of their shared humanity and common problems.  Students may             
acquire the habit of seeing matters through the eyes of others and in doing so come to realize                  
that they can better understand themselves.  This will enable them to contribute to the              
fulfillment of the nation's democratic ideals.  Rooted in history, civics, and geography, and             
integrating concepts from anthropology, economics, psychology, sociology, and the humanities,          
a social sciences education empowers students to become active and responsible participants in             
a diverse society in an increasingly interdependent world. 
 

Core Departmental Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of 

purposes; 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers. 

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● To be effective in the use of technology and understand the ethical considerations; 

regarding retrieving and utilizing information. 
● To be able to comprehend and interpret information in the media. 

 
 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
 
The social science curriculum will include experiences that provide for the study of: 
 

● culture and cultural diversity; 
● ways human beings view themselves in and over time; 
● people, places, and environments; 
● individual development and identity; 
● interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions; 
● how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance; 
● how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and 

services; 
● relationships among science, technology, and society; 
● global connections and interdependence; 
● the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic republic. 
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Recommended Course Sequence for Class of 2019 
* required for graduation 

 
Course Sequence: 

 
● Early Modern World History  
● World History II or Honors World History II or AP European History 
● *United States History or Early US History or AP United States History 
● Social Science or History Electives 

 
 

Recommended Course Sequence for Classes of 2020 & beyond 
* required for graduation 

 
Course Sequence: 

 
● *World History I  (or Early Modern World History if taken in 2016-17) 
● *World History II or Honors World History II or AP European History 
● *United States History (1877-Present) or AP United States History 
● Social Science or History Electives 

 
 
 

Core History Courses  
 
 
1211 WORLD HISTORY I CREDIT: 1 
Required Course for Class of 2021 & beyond 
 

World History I traces the development of several non-western and western cultures from the              
Fall of the Roman Empire to the French and Latin American Revolutions. Politics and              
government, geography, the arts, philosophy, religion, economics, and social structures are           
investigated so that students gain an understanding about the contributions and legacies of the              
past that influence the present. 
 

All students will take notes, analyze documents, and actively participate in class discussion and              
group work. A special emphasis is placed on the development of primary source analysis,              
study, and test-taking skills. Students will also complete several formative essays, including            
synthesis and document-based analysis papers. Daily homework assignments include text          
readings, essay and historical fiction writing, and note taking. 
 
 
1221 WORLD HISTORY II  CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: World History I  or Early Modern World History 
 

Beginning with the Industrial Revolution, World History II continues to develop the themes and              
skills introduced in World History I and focuses on the major developments and trends in both                
the Western and non-Western world during the 20 th and 21 st centuries. Thematically, the course              
will deal with the concepts of revolution, totalitarianism, social and economic change, and             
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national independence movements around the world, especially in Latin America, Asia, and            
Africa. All students are encouraged to recognize and analyze patterns in history that impact the               
present. Major assignments include a variety of writing activities, objective and essay exams,             
individual and group presentations, and a research project. 

 
 
1220 HONORS WORLD HISTORY II CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: World History I or Early Modern World History 
 

See description for World History II. Honors students are expected to have strong reading and               
writing skills, an enthusiasm for history, and a willingness and ability to work independently at               
a rapid pace. All Honors students are expected to complete a research paper. 
 
 
1301 UNITED STATES HISTORY (1877 – PRESENT) CREDIT: 1 
Meets US History Requirement 
Prerequisite: World History II or AP European History  
 

This course will provide students with a comprehensive understanding of themes in American             
history from the late 19th century to the present. These themes include the development of               
industrial society, the global impact of 20 th and 21 st century American foreign policy, the              
changing role of government in American life, and social and economic changes in modern              
America. 
 

Students will be required to analyze and interpret information including primary source            
material, statistical data, and map and pictorial information in their consideration of events in              
American history. Students will be required to write essays, demonstrate mastery of objective             
tests, participate in discussions, and make oral presentations. All students will be required to              
organize and write a research paper which reflects historical investigation including an            
interpretation, analysis, and evaluation of data. 
 
 
1300 ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY CREDITS: 2 
Meets US History Requirement 
Prerequisite:  One  of the following courses:  World History II, Honors World History II, or AP European History 
Full-year -- 2 semester course 
 

This is a yearlong course and will deal with the entire breadth of U.S. History from the                 
pre-Columbian era through the present. Specifically, the course will focus on the colonial             
period, the American Revolution, the Jeffersonian & Jacksonian eras, Civil War &            
Reconstruction, Populism & Progressivism, the New Deal, and international and domestic           
changes in the post-World War II era. The advanced placement course is designed to give               
students grounding in the chronology of American History and in major interpretive questions             
that derive from the study of selected themes. The approach used is to conduct a survey course                 
in which a textbook, with supplementary readings in the form of documents, essays or books on                
special themes, provides chronological and thematic coverage. 
 
Students will analyze, interpret and discuss sources, including documentary material, maps,           
statistical tables and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. They will also take              
notes from both printed material and lectures, write essay examinations, a research paper, and              
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take objective tests. Finally, students will develop clarity and precision of expression and the              
ability to cite sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others. Homework expectations for               
this course include: reading, chapter essays, book reviews and research assignments. There            
will be assigned and graded summer work.  Text: American History, by Brinkley, Current,             
Freidel, Williams 
 
 
1320 ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY CREDIT: 2 
Open to Grade 10 (with teacher recommendation), Grade 11 and Grade 12 
Prerequisite:  World History I or Early Modern World History 
Full-year -- 2 semester course  
 

AP European History focuses on five themes in the history of Europe from 1450 to the present:                 
the interaction of Europe and the World, Poverty and Prosperity, Objective Knowledge and             
Subjective Visions, State and Other Institutions of Power, and the Individual and Society.             
Students will be encouraged to appreciate these themes as interrelated rather than discrete and              
to view the past as an access to the present. The students’ ability to discuss and write about                  
these themes with clarity, precision of expression, and attribution of sources is also a course               
goal.  
 

Students will analyze, interpret, and discuss such evidence of historical events as primary             
sources, documents, maps, pictures, and statistics. They will be expected to take notes from              
print material and lectures, to write essays, complete a research project, and to take objective               
tests. Occasional oral presentations will be required as well as one or two film reviews. There                
will be assigned and graded summer work. Students will be expected to have strong reading               
and writing skills, a general knowledge of world events, and an enthusiasm for the study of                
history.  Texts: Western Heritage by Donald Kagan, History of the Modern World by R.R.              
Palmer, A World Lit Only By Fire by W. Manchester, The Prince by N. Machiavelli, Candide by                 
Voltaire, Survival in Auschwitz by P. Levi, Safe Area Gorazde by J. Sacco. 
 
 
 

Social Science Electives Offered Every Year 
 
 
1241 HISTORY OF THE HOLOCAUST & MODERN GENOCIDE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: World History II 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12  
 

This course is designed to educate students about and sensitize them to the history and events                
surrounding the most documented episode of genocide in Western history. The history of             
Germany in the first half of the century and the growth and policies of the Nazi Party will be                   
examined as well as the events surrounding the Holocaust itself. The course will also examine               
20th century genocides occurring in Cambodia, Bosnia, Guatemala, and Rwanda. Both printed            
and visual materials will be used, some of which will be graphic in content. Guest speakers                
may be utilized. Students will be expected to keep a daily journal, complete individual and               
group projects, make oral presentations, write essays, and implement a community service            
project.  Texts: Facing History and Ourselves, The World Must Know by M. Berenbaum,             
Understanding the Holocaust by B. Merti, Never Fall Down by P. McCormick. 
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1511 HISTORY OF WORLD WAR II CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: World History II 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12  
 

As a defining event of the 20th century, World War II fundamentally altered the international               
and domestic political, military, social and cultural, and economic landscapes of nations around             
the globe. This course will explore the underlying causes, events, and results of World War II                
in a level of detail not possible in a typical World or U.S. History survey course. 
 

Learning materials will include a text, films, primary and secondary source readings, and guest              
speakers. Course work will include, but is not limited to short essays, tests, and individual and                
group projects.  Text: The Second World War by R.A.C. Parker 
 
 
1390 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MICROECONOMICS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites: Early American History or United States History, and Integrated Math 3 
Priority to Grades 11 and 1.  
This is a Semester 2 course only.  
 

The purpose of AP Microeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the              
principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both             
consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. This course places primary            
emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets, and includes the study of factor               
markets and the role of the government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the               
American economy. AP Microeconomics is a course designed for the college bound student             
who desires to work independently at a rapid pace. Students are expected to have strong               
analytical and quantitative skills.  Text: Economics by McConnell and Brue 
 
 
1410 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12  

 

Advanced Placement Psychology is a college-level course designed to help prepare the student             
to take the AP examination administered by the College Board in an effort to earn college                
credit at the secondary level. Psychology is the study of individual human behavior. This course               
will help foster an interest in psychology as an academic discipline. AP Psychology is              
designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavioral and              
mental processes of human beings. Topics of study include learning and memory, sensation             
and perception, motivation and emotion, personality, cognition, states of consciousness,          
abnormal behavior and the treatment of abnormal behavior, developmental psychology, and the            
biological basis of behavior. Students will also be able to understand and differentiate between              
the contemporary approaches including the Biological, Behavioral, Humanistic, Cognitive,         
Psychodynamic and Socio-Cultural perspectives. As this is a one-semester course the pace will             
be rigorous and students will be required to work independently, learn from reading, and              
process and remember large amounts of material. 
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Social Science Electives Offered in Alternate Years 

 

2018-19 Offerings 
 
1411 PSYCHOLOGY CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
 

Psychology is the study of individual human behavior. This course will introduce the student to               
the various theories that have developed within the discipline. The essence of human behavior              
has always intrigued mankind and various researchers have dedicated themselves to uncovering            
theories and ideas concerning mankind’s rationality. Focus will be put on an understanding of              
personality development from a psychoanalytic, humanistic, behavioral, and trait point of view,            
discussing the theorists who are the foundation of each of these approaches. 
 

This course will also offer the student a new experience in a seminar classroom atmosphere.               
Discussions on nearly every contemporary behavior pattern will be the focal point of this              
semester course. Students will have the opportunity to voice their opinions on behavior             
patterns from infancy to death.  
 
 
1271 HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC WORLD (MODERN MIDDLE EAST) CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
 
Students will explore the religious, economic, and social conflicts that have shaped the Modern              
Middle East. By examining the European-imposed creation of Muslim nations following the            
First World War, students will be able to trace a direct line from the Sykes-Picot Treaty of 1916                  
to the rise of ISIS. Special attention will be paid to tying current events to their underlying                 
causes. 
 

Students will be required to demonstrate mastery of objective tests and participate in             
discussions and simulations. Students will also be expected to work independently and            
complete a formal Research Paper. 
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2019-2020 Offerings 
 
1231 WOMEN’S STUDIES CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
  
This course will study contemporary women's issues in the United States. Topics will include              
sexuality and our culture, the media's portrayal of women and expectations of beauty, women's              
health and reproductive rights, the impact of the law, social policy, crime, and violence on               
women's lives, as well as the history of women in the United States. We will learn about                 
feminist theory and how women’s present day lives are impacted by the intersectionality of              
race, class, sexuality, and gender identity. We will also study the history of women in the                
United States to provide a context for the contemporary issues women face today.  Students              
will be required to do readings, view documentaries, write essays, complete class projects, and              
participate in discussions. 
 
 
1241 SOCIOLOGY CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
 

This course is designed to familiarize students with culture and cultural diversity. The             
curriculum covers five major themes: society and culture; social organization and structure;            
social institutions; social change; and, collective behavior and social problems. With           
knowledge in these themes they will study various social interaction and organization of groups              
of people living in different places in the world. Assignments will come from the text, library                
resources, newspapers, periodicals, and video documentaries. Students will write extensively,          
prepare a research paper, prepare and present individual and group presentation, and participate             
in class activities.  
 
 
1251 THE HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: World History I 
 

This course will cover the social, political and military histories of the mid-1800s, with a               
prominent focus on the battles and course of the Civil War itself. We will start the course with a                   
unit on the growing reform movements of the antebellum era and researching the             
constitutionality and status of slavery in America pre-Civil War. We will then spend a majority               
of the unit on the course of the war, looking in depth at the battles, leaders, strategies and                  
moments that drove the outcome of war, including a three-day in class simulation of combat               
leadership. We will end the year with a unit on the Reconstruction movement and the future of                 
newly freed slaves, as well as looking at how the Civil War changed and shaped the future                 
course of the country. 
 
 
1281 BLACK HISTORY CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  US History  
Priority to Grades 11 and 12  
 

To W.E.B. DuBois, a problem that has troubled America for the greater part of three centuries                
has been “the problem of the color bar.” He might have said that America is divided along                 
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color lines and that this difference has contributed to a pattern of prejudice and discrimination               
throughout America’s history. Today, it is widely recognized that the problems that separate             
people are the result of ignorance concerning differences and distinctions among them. When             
people learn to understand and appreciate that diversity in human affairs is to be expected, and                
is desirable, then the problems, particularly the problem related to color, will play much less of                
a role in shaping history. 
 

The contribution of blacks to American history is significant and this course will focus on               
elements of black history and culture. Slavery, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights              
movement will be studied. Written material will be selected from a wide variety of black               
authors, poets, and reformers including: Maya Angelou, James Baldwin, Arna Bontemps,           
Countee Cullen, Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Ralph Ellison,           
Langston Hughes, LeRoi Jones, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Toni Morrison, Jean Toomer,             
Booker T. Washington, and Alice Walker. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

Philosophy 
 
All participating citizens in a democratic society should be scientifically literate. With the             
increasing role of technology in all elements of our society it is important that everyone have                
an understanding of the nature of science, how it works, and what it can and cannot do. Our                  
science curriculum is designed to encourage the student to become involved not only with the               
laws and theories of the various branches of science but also with the practical aspects of these                 
sciences. The science teachers hope to make students aware of technological developments so             
that as adults they will have the background to make intelligent and responsible decisions.              
Through stimulation of the thought process we hope to develop in the students at least a                
lifetime appreciation of science, if not the incentive to take an active role in the future                
expansion of this knowledge. 
 

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 

Academic Expectations 
● To be skilled listeners and observers. 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers, and problem solvers. 

 

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments 

 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
 

● To promote an appreciation for and value of science. 
● To encourage the student to communicate scientifically. 
● To provide experiences for the student to learn to reason scientifically and think             

logically. 
● To challenge the student to become an analytical problem solver. 
● To facilitate opportunities for students to work collaboratively.  
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Biology Courses 
 
 
2151 BIOLOGY CREDIT: 1 
 

In this course, students will study living things including the structures of the cell and their                
functions; Mendelian genetics with an introduction to molecular genetics; evolution; matter           
and energy transfers in biological systems; ecology; and topics in human biology. The concepts              
will be examined through reading assignments, lectures, laboratory investigations, modeling,          
and interactive investigations. Math and literacy skills are integrated throughout the course.            
Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  Text: Modern Biology, Holt, Rinehart, and              
Winston or Biology: A Human Approach, Second Edition, BSCS 
 
 
2250 ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY CREDITS: 2 
Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry, or permission of instructor 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12.  
Full-Year – 2 semester course 
 

The AP Biology course is an inquiry-based yearlong course designed to be the equivalent of an                
introductory college level course for biology majors. The major themes of the course include              
cell structures and functions; cell communication; cellular energetics; Mendelian and          
molecular genetics; evolution; comparisons of structural, physiological, and behavioral         
adaptations across the kingdoms of organisms; and ecology. Extensive reading assignments           
from the text and other sources are required.  Text: Biology, 9th edition (Campbell) - Benjamin               
Cummings 2012 
 
 
 

Human Anatomy and Physiology 
 
Students can take one or both of these courses in any order. Anatomy will cover topics that                 
include tissue, skin, bones and muscle. Physiology will cover topics including immune,            
digestive and respiratory systems. Students should choose based on interest. 
 
2141 HUMAN ANATOMY CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Biology 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
 

This course provides an opportunity for students to explore biology via the study of the human                
organism. Content includes the study of histology, the integumentary, skeletal and muscular            
systems. Emphasis is placed on preparing students for study skills needed for future studies,              
including frequent reading and outlining assignments and regular quizzes. Integration of           
current developments in medicine are included in class discussions and as a basis for projects.               
Students interested in medicine or health careers are encouraged to take this course. Physiology              
does not need to be taken along with this course but is an optional continuation of this study. 
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2241 HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Biology 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12  
 

This course provides an opportunity for students to explore biology via the study of the human                
organism. Content includes the study of the digestive, cardiovascular, immune, and           
reproductive systems. Emphasis is placed on preparing students for study skills needed for             
future studies, including frequent reading and outlining assignments and regular quizzes. Labs            
and dissections are integrated into the program, including the dissection of a sheep's heart and               
eye. Integration of current developments in medicine is included in class discussions and as a               
basis for projects. Students interested in medicine or health careers are encouraged to take this               
course. Human Anatomy does not need to be taken along with this course but is an optional                 
continuation of this study. 
 
 
 

Chemistry Courses 
 
2111 CHEMISTRY CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 10, 11, and 12 
 

Chemistry is a course designed to enable the student to develop a better understanding of the                
world around them. The course follows a careful development of chemistry concepts, while             
commonly observed phenomena are used to show the relevance of these concepts. Students will              
develop an understanding of atoms and molecules; the periodic table; the principles of atomic              
structure; nuclear chemistry; chemical formulas and molecular structure; molecular mixing          
and water; chemical reactions; and acids and bases. Laboratory experiments, activities, and            
demonstrations are an integral part of the course and are designed to reinforce the material               
presented and discussed in class. Homework is assigned on a regular basis.   
Text: Conceptual Chemistry, by John Suchocki, Pearson, Second Edition, 2004 
 
 
2100 HONORS CHEMISTRY CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grade 10  
 

Honors Chemistry is a rigorous introductory laboratory course. Emphasis is placed on            
scientific process, problem solving, and developing different types of models to explain            
observed phenomenon and for purpose of extrapolation and interpretation. Topics covered in            
this course include properties of matter; atomic structure; electronic structure and periodicity;            
nomenclature; measurements and error analysis; the mole; chemical reactions and          
stoichiometry; molarity and solubility; and acid base chemistry.  

 
Honors chemistry requires strong skills in mathematics, literacy, and science. Laboratory           
experiments, activities, and demonstrations are an integral part of the course and are designed              
to reinforce the material presented and discussed in class. Spreadsheets and graphing will be              
used for data calculation, analysis, and presentation. Homework is assigned on a regular basis.  
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2130 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY CREDITS: 2 
Prerequisite:  Chemistry or teacher recommendation.  
Full-Year -- 2 Semester Course 
 

Advanced Placement Chemistry is a yearlong rigorous laboratory course designed to be            
equivalent to a first-year college inorganic chemistry course for chemistry majors. This course             
follows the Advanced Placement Chemistry curriculum prepared by the College Board. Topics            
covered in this course include matter and measurement; atoms, molecules and ions;            
stoichiometry, aqueous reactions, thermochemistry, electronic structure, periodicity, chemical        
bonding and molecular geometry; gases; intermolecular forces; solutions; kinetics;         
equilibrium; acids and bases; thermodynamics; and electrochemistry. Lab work will be done on             
a regular basis. Extensive use of spreadsheets and graphing will be used for data calculation,               
analysis, and presentation. Homework: Daily reading assignments and problem solving.  
 
 
 

General Science Courses 
 
 
2330  EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites:  Chemistry (Physics recommended) 
 

This course is designed to investigate the processes that created our planet and shape the               
universe in which we live. The course will explore the structure and history of the Earth and                 
other planets in our solar system. Topics will include structural geology, plate tectonics,             
hydrogeology, geophysics, geochemistry, remote sensing, and natural hazards. Students will          
develop skills in laboratory and field techniques, data collection, interpretation and analysis,            
critical thinking and writing. The course will include reading assignments, laboratory           
exercises, field research, and writing assignments. 
 
 
2340  NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites:  Biology (Chemistry recommended) 
 

The Natural History of New England will explore the geology, weather, wildlife, and vegetation              
of the local region. Students will learn about the geologic processes that have shaped New               
England including lava flows, collisions and divergences of continental plates, and most            
recently retreating glaciers. Students will use evidence gathered throughout geologic history to            
help examine how New England landforms, climate, and biodiversity have changed over time.             
Students will also perform an in depth survey of local vegetation and wildlife found in nearby                
habitats and examine the human threats posed upon New England biodiversity. Activities will             
include walking field trips to identify local plants and animal species, a forest health survey,               
and creation of a campus field guide as a final project. 
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2361 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites:  Biology and Chemistry 
 

This course is designed for students who wish to investigate and understand the relationship of               
organisms to their environments. Topics to be covered include the study of water (watersheds,              
water chemistry, water quality sampling), air (global warming, acid rain, indoor air quality),             
resource management (energy, solid and hazardous waste, land use) population biology and            
basic toxicology. The focus of the course will range from the local to the global, with special                 
emphasis on current issues involving human interactions with the environment, such as            
pollution, recycling and sustainability. Students will develop skills in laboratory and field            
techniques, data collection, interpretation and analysis, critical thinking and writing. The           
course will include reading assignments, laboratory exercises, case studies, research, writing           
assignments, and field trips. 
 
 
2360 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites:  Biology and Chemistry 
 

This is a semester-long AP course. The purpose of the course is to explore the role and impact                  
of humans on the environment through a variety of lab based inquiries, current environmental              
issues, field trips, and guest speakers. Students must be able to conduct independent reading              
and note taking outside of class and should have strong understanding of dimensional analysis.              
Students will be prepared to take the AP Environmental Science exam in May.  
 
 

Physics Courses 
 
2311 PHYSICS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Integrated Math 2 
Priority to Grades 11 and 12 
 

Physics is an introduction to Newtonian mechanics, gravitational and centripetal forces,           
conservation of momentum, work, energy, and power. Topics are reinforced through inquiry            
and guided labs. This class has a narrower focus than AP Physics 1, with a less strenuous pace.                  
This class can be taken alone or as a prerequisite to AP Physics 2 or AP Physics C. 
 
 
2371 ENGINEERING/CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS CREDIT: 1 
 

This course will explore a variety of engineering and physics concepts through the knowledge              
and implementation of the 8-step engineering design process. Student will work in small             
groups to develop successful teamwork practices and use their experiential understanding of            
design to solve interesting and challenging engineering problems. Much of the work            
supplements concepts developed in the Physics classes offered in the science department, but             
with a larger reliance on the application rather than theory. Academic units include the              
Engineering Design Process, Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, and Electrical         
Engineering. The class culminates in a final project that pulls in prior knowledge from the               
previous units to build a small vehicle that must compete against the other groups in a “King of                  
the Hill” competition. 
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2301 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS 1 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Integrated Math 3 or teacher recommendation 
This is a Semester 1 course. 
 

AP Physics 1  is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Physics will be             
taught through inquiry-based investigations to explore topics such as Newtonian mechanics           
(including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound; and            
introductory, simple circuits.  
 
 
2321 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisites:  Integrated Math 3 & one of the following: Physics, AP Physics 1, or AP Physics C.  
This is a Semester 2 course. 
 

AP Physics 2 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Physics will be             
taught through inquiry-based investigations to explore topics such as fluid statics and            
dynamics; thermodynamics with kinetic theory; PV diagrams and probability; electrostatics;          
electrical circuits with capacitors; magnetic fields; electromagnetism; physical and geometric          
optics; and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics.  
 
 
2400 ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS C - MECHANICS, ELECTRICITY, & MAGNETISM CREDITS:  2 
Prerequisite:  Physics or AP Physics 1; Pre- or Co-requisite: Calculus  
Full Year – 2 Semester Course 
 

AP Physics C: (Mechanics + Electricity and Magnetism) is equivalent to a two semester,              
calculus based, college-level physics course. The mechanics section explores topics such as            
kinematics; Newton’s laws of motion; work, energy and power; systems of particles and linear              
momentum; circular motion and rotation; and oscillations and gravitation. The E&M section            
explores topics such as electrostatics; conductors, capacitors, and dielectrics; electric circuits;           
magnetic fields; and electromagnetism. Introductory differential and integral calculus is used           
throughout the course.  
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 

Philosophy 
 
We believe that Mathematics is essential for all students. The Mathematics department            
endeavors to create a learning environment that provides equal opportunities for all students to              
become mathematically literate so that they may persevere and succeed as productive members             
of society. Our classrooms are mathematical communities where students are individually and            
collaboratively engaged in exploring, observing, listening, and conjecturing. In small and large            
group settings students learn to critique the reasoning of others, communicate using a variety              
of means, and appropriately resolve conflicts as they arise. Our curriculum fosters students’             
ability to make connections between mathematics, other disciplines, and real-life situations,           
thereby enabling them to become critical consumers of information in the world. 
 

Core Values, Beliefs, and Learning Expectations 
 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of 

purposes 
● To be skilled listeners and observers 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers 

 
Social and Civic Learning Expectations 

● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments 
● To be able to comprehend and interpret information in the media 
● To be able to handle and resolve conflict by utilizing empathy, flexibility, respect and 

self-control 
 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
● To promote an appreciation of mathematics 
● To develop students’ confidence in their own abilities 
● To encourage students to communicate mathematically  
● To provide experiences for students to learn to reason mathematically and think 

logically  
● To challenge students to become mathematical problem solvers and critical thinkers 
● To develop students’ facility in working collaboratively  
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Scheduling 
 

In order to complete curricular demands and maximize success on the 10th grade math MCAS,               
it is strongly recommended that students complete Integrated Math 2 or Honors Integrated             
Math 2 by the end of the fall semester of 10th grade. The Math Department also strongly                 
recommends that any student planning to take AP Calculus complete honors math courses with              
an average of 86 or higher and that any student switching from non-honors to honors courses                
mid-sequence or attempting AP or other advanced math courses after completing a non-honors             
core math sequence do so only with teacher recommendation and an average of 86 or higher in                 
their previous math courses. 

 
A version of the TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is strongly recommended for all math               
courses, particularly AP and Honors courses. As students will need to personalize their             
calculators, it is strongly recommended that they purchase their own. If the purchase of a               
graphing calculator is not manageable for families, students should at least purchase a             
scientific calculator or download a graphing calculator app (many of which are free, such              
as Desmos). Teachers may be able to lend scientific or graphing calculators for in-class use               
and/or for standardized or AP testing, but cannot guarantee calculator availability. 
 

Mathematics Courses 
 

3111 INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 1 CREDIT: 1 
 

The one-semester Integrated Mathematics 1 course is designed to provide students with a             
strong foundational understanding of mathematics and instill in them the habits of mind that              
will help them find success in their future math classes. The course integrates numerical,              
algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts, embedded in meaningful contexts. Course          
content covers the following critical areas: extending understanding of numerical manipulation           
to algebraic manipulation, synthesizing understanding of functions, deepening and extending          
understanding of linear, exponential, and quadratic relationships, analyzing univariate         
quantitative data, and applying linear models to bivariate quantitative data that exhibit a linear              
association. Additional content includes establishing criteria for congruence based on rigid           
motions, applying the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane, properties of polygons and             
polyhedra, and probability. Highly motivated students seeking additional challenge may also           
complete some work in discrete math.  Text: Core Plus Mathematics, Course 1, Common Core              
Edition, McGraw-Hill 
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3211 INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 1A CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation 
 

The Integrated Mathematics 1A course is designed for students who have struggled with math              
in the past and/or students requiring a longer period of time to master new concepts, skills, and                 
habits of mind. The goal of the course is to provide students with a strong foundational                
understanding of mathematics and help them find success in their future math classes. The              
course integrates numerical, algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts, embedded in          
meaningful contexts. Course content covers the following critical areas: translating from words            
to symbols and symbols to words, extending understanding of numerical manipulation to            
algebraic manipulation, synthesizing understanding of functions, deepening and extending         
understanding of linear relationships, applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend,              
univariate statistical methods for quantitative data, establishing criteria for congruence based           
on rigid motions, and applying the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane. Students             
taking this course are expected to complete Integrated Math 1B in the following semester.              
Text: Core Plus Mathematics, Course 1, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3221 INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 1B CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 1A or teacher recommendation 
 

The Integrated Mathematics 1B course is a continuation of the Integrated Math 1A course and               
is designed for students who have struggled with math in the past and/or students requiring a                
longer period of time to master new concepts, skills, and habits of mind. The course integrates                
numerical, algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts, embedded in meaningful contexts.          
Course content covers the following critical areas: deepening and extending understanding of            
linear, exponential, and quadratic relationships, properties of polygons and polyhedra, and           
probability.   Text: Core Plus Mathematics, Course 1, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3121 INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 1 
 

The primary focus of the IM 2 course is on quadratic expressions, equations, and functions and                
on comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and exponential            
relationships. Course content covers the following critical areas: extending the laws of            
exponents to rational exponents, introduction of the common logarithm, comparing key           
characteristics of quadratic functions with those of linear and exponential functions, creating            
and solving equations, inequalities, and systems involving linear, exponential, and quadratic           
expressions, establishing criteria for similarity of triangles based on dilations and proportional            
reasoning, and right triangle trigonometry.  Text: Core Plus Mathematics, Course 2, Common            
Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
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3120 HONORS INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 1 
 

For students seeking additional challenge in mathematics, the Honors IM 2 course will cover              
the same content as the IM 2 course, but in greater depth and with increased expectations of                 
student participation and ability to communicate mathematical understanding. Additional         
content, including advanced work with discrete mathematics and probability, may be covered.            
An average of 86 or higher in IM1 is strongly recommended.  Text: Core Plus Mathematics,               
Course 2, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3131 INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 3 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 2 
 

In the IM 3 course, students integrate and apply the mathematics they have learned from their                
earlier courses in real-world settings. Course content covers the following critical areas:            
mathematical proof, expanding understanding of functions to include polynomial, rational, and           
logarithmic functions, expanding right triangle trigonometry to include general triangles and           
circles, consolidating functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems.            
Text: Core Plus Mathematics, Course 3, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3130 HONORS INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 3 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Honors Integrated Math 2, or Integrated Math 2 and teacher recommendation 
 

For students seeking additional challenge in mathematics, the Honors IM 3 course will cover              
the same content as the IM 3 course, but in greater depth and with increased expectations of                 
student participation and ability to communicate mathematical understanding. Additional         
content, including work with discrete mathematics and probability, may be covered. An average             
of 86 or higher in previous math courses is strongly recommended.  Text: Core Plus              
Mathematics, Course 3, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3341   TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS 1 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 2 and teacher recommendation 
 

This course will run on an as-needed basis for students who have completed IM1 and IM2 but                 
who are not sufficiently prepared for IM3. The primary focus of the course is a review of the                  
major topics from the IM 1 & 2 courses, with a focus on skill mastery. Students will improve                  
their mathematical understanding through hands-on explorations and will learn skills that will            
help them prepare for the MCAS. 
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3351   TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS 2 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 2 or Topics In Math 1  
 

The primary focus of the course is a review of the major topics from the foundational math                 
courses, including content in the domains of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, statistics, and            
probability. Students will improve their mathematical understanding through hands-on         
explorations and will learn skills that will help them prepare for the SAT, ACT, and Accuplacer                
tests. Note: This class is not intended for students who have already taken Precalculus.              
Additionally, success in this course may or may not be an indicator of readiness for the rigor                 
and abstract nature of Precalculus.  
 

 
3311 PRECALCULUS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 3 or Honors Integrated Math 3 
 

Precalculus is a foundational course for higher mathematics and is designed to prepare students              
for entry into Calculus. Success in Precalculus will require a strong background in the              
preparatory courses and both conceptual and technical proficiency. Topics of study include:            
rational, exponential, logarithmic, and polynomial functions and inequalities, properties and          
transformations of functions, and trigonometry and trigonometric functions. This course is           
recommended for students with an average of 80 or higher in their prior math courses.  Text:                
Core Plus Mathematics, Course 4, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 

 
3310 HONORS PRECALCULUS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Honors Integrated Math 3, or Integrated Math 3 and teacher recommendation 
 

Honors Precalculus is a rigorous course designed for students who have demonstrated            
exceptional achievement in their previous mathematics courses and who are planning to take             
AP Calculus. Success in Honors Precalculus will require a strong background in the preparatory              
courses with both conceptual and technical proficiency and a strong interest in mathematics as              
a field of study. The course covers the same topics of study as Precalculus, but in greater depth                  
and with increased expectations of students. Additional content, including work with arithmetic            
sequences and series, and limits, may be covered. This course is recommended for students              
with an average of 86 or higher in their previous math courses.  Text: Core Plus Mathematics,                
Course 4, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill 
 
 
3411 CALCULUS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Precalculus or Honors Precalculus 
 

In the course of Calculus, the students will learn the concepts of differentiation and integration               
from the perspectives of the graphical, numerical and algebraic representations. The course            
will be project-oriented with a hands-on approach and investigation of real problems using real              
world applications. A strong understanding of trigonometric functions is required. This course            
is recommended for students with an average of 80 or higher in their prior math courses.  Text:                 
Calculus: The Language of Change, Cohen and Henle 
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3415 HONORS CALCULUS A CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Honors Precalculus, or Precalculus with teacher recommendation 
This is a Semester 1 course only. 
 

This one semester course runs in the fall and is designed for students who are interested in                 
majoring in mathematics, science, or engineering in college. Topics covered are functions,            
limits, derivatives, and applications involving derivatives and transcended functions.         
Prerequisite work is required, as is a strong background in the preparatory courses with both               
conceptual and technical proficiency. This course is recommended for students with an average             
of 86 or higher in their prior math courses. Text: Calculus, 6th edition, Larson, Hostetler and                 
Edwards  
 
 
3420 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Honors Calculus A 
This is a Semester 2 course only.  
 

This one-semester course runs in the spring and is intended to be taken after Honors Calculus                
A. The course covers methods and applications of integration and transcended functions.            
Prerequisite work is required. This course is recommended for students with an average of 86               
or higher in their prior math courses. Taken after Honors Calculus A, this course is the                
preparation for the AP Calculus AB exam.  Text: Calculus, 6th edition, Larson, Hostetler and              
Edwards  
 
 
3430 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  AP Calculus AB 
This is a Semester 1 course only.  
 

This course runs in the fall and extends the foundation built in Honors Calculus A and AP                 
Calculus AB. This course is the preparation for the AP Calculus BC exam.  Text: Calculus, 6th                
edition, Larson, Hostetler and Edwards  
 

 
3361 INTRODUCTORY STATISTICS CREDIT: 1  
Prerequisite: Topics in Mathematics 2 or Integrated Math 3 
 

This course will benefit students interested in studying the natural or social sciences in college               
or who simply wish to become more knowledgeable consumers of information. Topics covered             
include basic probability, the handling of numerical data sets, sampling and experimentation,            
and an introduction to statistical inference.  Text: Stats: Modeling the World, 3rd ed. by Bock,               
Velleman, and De Veaux 
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3360 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS CREDIT: 1  
Prerequisite: Integrated Math 3 and B average or higher in English courses 
 

This course runs in the fall semester and is designed for students interested in studying the                
natural or social sciences in college and who have demonstrated strong reading, writing, and              
critical thinking skills in their previous courses. The purpose of the course is to introduce               
students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions             
from data. The major themes of the course include exploring data, sampling and             
experimentation, probability, random variables, sampling distribution models, and statistical         
inference.   Text: Stats: Modeling the World, 3rd ed. by Bock, Velleman, and De Veaux 
 
 
3321 COMPUTER SCIENCE 1: HTML/CSS DEVELOPMENT CREDIT: 1  
Open to all grades  
 

Students will learn to use HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) and CSS (Cascading Style             
Sheets) to build and style web pages. Students will follow an online tutorial and design and                
code web pages to demonstrate learned skills. Students will also learn some of the basics of                
JavaScript programming. No previous programming experience is required. 
 

 
3320 HONORS COMPUTER SCIENCE 1: HTML/CSS & JAVASCRIPT DEV. CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grades 
 

Students will learn to use HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) and CSS (Cascading Style             
Sheets) to build and style web pages.  Students will follow an online tutorial and design and                
code web pages to demonstrate learned skills. Students will also complete a JavaScript tutorial              
and create interactive web pages and applications like small games using JavaScript. The             
honors version of this course follows a more aggressive schedule with students creating a              
greater number of projects. 
 
 
3331 COMPUTER SCIENCE 2: PROGRAMMING IN PYTHON CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grades 
 

Students will learn the fundamentals of computer programming using Python to develop            
applications. Topics covered include: data types and creating variables, input and output,            
decision making and repetition, iterators, list comprehension, functions and object oriented           
programming. No previous programming experience is required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

53 



3330 HONORS COMPUTER SCIENCE 2: PROGRAMMING IN PYTHON CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grades 
 

Students will learn the fundamentals of computer programming using Python to develop            
applications. Topics covered include; data types and creating variables, input and output,            
decision making and repetition, iterators, list comprehension, functions and object oriented           
programming. Additional topics included in the honors version of this class include graphical             
game development using Pygame. No previous programming experience is required. 
 
 
3340 AP MOBILE COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 10, 11, and 12 
 
AP Mobile Computer Science Principles provides a broad and rigorous introduction to            
computer science based on App Inventor, a mobile programming language for Android devices.             
The course is based on the College Board's emerging Advanced Placement (AP) Computer             
Science Principles curriculum framework for introductory computer science. In this course you            
will learn computer science by building socially useful mobile apps. In addition to             
programming and computer science principles, the course is project-based and emphasizes           
writing, communication, collaboration, and creativity. 
 
 
3451 FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
 

Financial Mathematics is a course designed to prepare students to make positive financial             
decisions throughout their lives. Key topics in the course include managing your money,             
banking, student loans and debt, career planning, use of credit, paying taxes, buying a vehicle,               
home ownership, insurance, investments, and life cycle issues. Students may also examine            
financial current events. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 
 

Philosophy 
 

Northampton High School provides a wide range of course offerings in Spanish, French and              
Latin. The focus of the NHS language program is to provide students with experiences that               
build motivation and enthusiasm for foreign language study. Classes are dynamic, rigorous and             
engaging, and foster the development of critical thinking skills, cross-cultural awareness, and a             
love of communicating in another language.  
 

Through the study of classical and modern languages and cultures, students gain an             
understanding of diverse points of view and an appreciation for the differences and similarities              
among the world’s people. Northampton High School’s Core Values and 21st Century Learning             
Expectations are embedded within the curriculum of every world language class. Students learn             
to be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of              
purposes. The skills of listening and observation, of critical and analytical reading, researching             
and problem solving, and of working in small and large group settings and in collaborative               
environments form a daily part of the classroom experience for language students.  

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of              

purposes.  
● To be skilled listeners and observers 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers.  

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments.  

Learning Goals and Objectives 
● Students will use the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in another             

language.  
● Students will gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.  
● Students will develop insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing their              

own language and culture with another.  
● Students will make connections with other subject areas and acquire new information            

and knowledge.  
● Students will participate in communities at home and around the world in other             

languages.  

Sequence of Classes: 
The World Language and Latin offerings at Northampton High School consist of a series of               
courses. Students with no previous background in a language should sign up for Spanish,              
French, or Latin 1. Those who had two years of middle school French or Spanish should sign                 
up for French or Spanish 2. Those who had two years of middle school Latin should sign up for                   
Latin 3. High school students with a background in language should take the next course in the                 
series after the most recent course they’ve taken. If you have questions about which course is                
appropriate for you, see your Guidance Counselor at the middle school or your Guidance              
Counselor at the high school.  
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Spanish Courses 
 
4111 SPANISH 1 CREDIT: 1 
 

Spanish 1 provides an introduction to the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world              
for the student beginning language study at the high school. Students gain command of the               
language by focusing their study on those words, structures, and expressions needed for basic              
communication. The materials used serve to strengthen the skills of speaking, listening,            
writing, and understanding. An awareness of Spanish culture is also developed throughout the             
semester. Students work primarily with the present tense when talking about topics such as              
school, family, sports, hobbies, themselves, others, greetings, and courtesy expressions. The           
course incorporates the “5 Cs” of the National Standards: Communication, Cultures,           
Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. 
 

Students are expected to prepare written assignments on a daily basis. In addition, an              
appropriate amount of study time to master basic concepts and vocabulary is expected and              
required every night. The themes presented in this course will serve as the foundation for               
reports and special assignments.   Text: Exprésate 1 
 
 
4121 SPANISH 2 CREDIT: 1 
 

Spanish 2 expands the cultural themes and grammar of Spanish 1. The activities of the               
program encourage a high level of active student participation. Students will be able to              
converse about such topics as their likes/dislikes, their food preferences, their daily routines,             
their health, their opinions, and their leisure time activities. They will learn to express plans,               
and to talk about the past. These classes are conducted primarily in Spanish with much               
emphasis placed on student oral proficiency activities. This course continues to incorporate            
and expand the “5 Cs” of the National Standards: Communications, Cultures, Connections,            
Comparisons, and Communities.  
Text: Exprésate 1 
 
 
4131 SPANISH 3  CREDIT: 1 
 

The Spanish 3 course builds upon knowledge gained in Spanish 1 and 2 and increases               
expectations for the students’ assimilation of the “5 Cs” of the National Standards:             
Communications, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. The activities of the          
program continue to encourage active student participation. Students will be introduced to            
more complex verb structures while focusing on a more grammar driven content. These classes              
are conducted primarily in Spanish with great emphasis placed on student oral proficiency             
activities. Students will report past events and describe circumstances surrounding those past            
events. Students will talk about preferences, likes/dislikes, hopes and plans for the future, food,              
the environment and traveling. Students are expected to prepare assignments on a daily basis.              
An appropriate amount of study time to master basic concepts and vocabulary is expected and               
required every night.  
Text: Exprésate 2 
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4141 SPANISH CULTURE AND FILM CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or Honors Spanish 4.  
This course is  not  open to students who have taken AP Spanish. 
 

This course will engage students through Spanish language films and the history and culture              
highlighted in the films. Themes presented in the movies will generate discussion and guide the               
vocabulary and grammar essential to comprehension and communication. Selected readings          
will focus on history, in addition to critical reviews of the movies. Writings will range from                
simple summaries to expository essays. Students will be expected to communicate effectively            
through reading, writing, speaking and listening. This course has been created exclusively for             
students who have just completed Spanish 3 or Honors Spanish 4. 
 
 
4140 HONORS SPANISH 4 CREDIT: 1 
 

The Spanish Honors 4 course is proficiency based with emphasis on all language skills              
including oral communication, listening, reading, and writing, as well as the integration of             
these skills. The course is intended to prepare students for the AP Spanish Language Course. A                
knowledge and understanding of the Spanish-speaking world through the study of its language,             
geography, civilization, culture, and literature is promoted. 
 

This course emphasizes the use of Spanish for active communication. Students will be required              
to express ideas orally with accuracy and fluency, compose expository passages, comprehend            
formal and informal spoken Spanish, and acquire a broader vocabulary while improving their             
command of grammatical structures. Particular emphasis is placed on speaking and writing            
through student oral proficiency activities. This is a rigorous course designed to challenge             
highly motivated language students. Due to the more challenging creative component of this             
course, students will not only be preparing daily written assignments but will be preparing and               
presenting more complex cultural topics which will be the foundation for extended written             
research topics and presentations. Additional study time per night will be devoted to mastering              
grammar concepts and vocabulary.  
Text: Spanish Three Years and Aventuras Literarias 
 
 
4150 ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE CREDITS: 2 
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 4 
Full Year – 2 Semester Course 
 

This course is designed to meet the demands and expectations of the AP program. The main                
objective of the AP Spanish Language course is to develop students’ communication skills in              
Spanish. Emphasis is placed on conversation and composition. The fundamental goal is for             
students to achieve a high level of ability in all four skills (listening, reading, speaking and                
writing). This is a rigorous course designed to challenge highly motivated language students.             
Students who are willing to accept the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum should              
consider this course. Students will be expected to be well prepared, have a high level of                
motivation and interest and sufficient time to prepare out of class reading and writing              
assignments. Students who select this course should have a strong knowledge of the language              
and should have obtained a highly competent proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and             
writing. Students will be required to express ideas orally with accuracy and fluency, compose              
expository passages and comprehend formal and informal spoken Spanish. Active discussion of            
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authentic written texts, such as newspaper and magazine articles, literary selections, and other             
non technical writings will expand students’ vocabulary and cultural awareness and strengthen            
reading abilities. Students will be required to participate in daily, spontaneous discussions and             
conversations. Students will prepare written assignments on a daily basis. In addition an             
appropriate amount of reading will be assigned. A final project will be at the discretion of the                 
teacher.  
 
 
 

French Courses 
 
4211 FRENCH 1 CREDIT: 1 
 

This course provides an introduction to the language within the context of the contemporary              
French-speaking world and its culture for those students beginning language study at the high              
school level. Students learn the pronunciation, vocabulary, and basic language structure of            
French. Intensive practice in spoken language prepares students for study of the written             
aspects of language. Communication skills are developed through conversation, readings,          
storytelling, and written assignments. Students will be able to use the present tense to discuss               
topics such as friends and family, school, time, the calendar, weather, foods and drinks, favorite               
activities, people, common objects, and their town and home. Cultural themes include famous             
French speakers, the Francophone world, and the life of young people. Vocabulary lists are              
developed from student interests. Class is conducted primarily in French and students are             
expected to use French whenever possible. 
 
 
4221 FRENCH 2 CREDIT: 1 
 

This course will focus on the further development of speaking, listening, reading and writing              
skills at a higher level of comprehension with increasing emphasis on accuracy of production.              
Classes are conducted primarily in French and students are expected to consistently speak             
French with each other and the teacher. Grammar instruction allows students to use a variety of                
regular and irregular verbs to narrate in the present tense and past tenses, to discuss weekend                
and vacation plans, compare objects and people, and discuss quantities. Students will develop             
their communication skills with the use of the present and past tenses through role playing,               
conversations, and storytelling. Themes include city life, clothing, food, and leisure activities.            
Special projects focus on the monuments of Paris and French fashion. Vocabulary lists are              
developed from student interests. 
 
 
4231 FRENCH 3  CREDIT: 1 
 

The objective of this course is to increase students' oral proficiency while continuing to              
develop writing and reading skills. Considerable time is spent working on conversation skills             
and reading French-language texts. Students learn to discuss weekend activities, foods, shows            
and events, sports, healthy living, opinions, and daily routines. Grammar instruction allows            
students to narrate events that happened in the past, discuss their future plans, and create               
multi-clause sentences. Special projects focus on famous French speakers, the regions of            
France, and foods and leisure activities of the Francophone world. Vocabulary lists are             
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developed from student interests. Class is conducted in French and students are required to              
speak only French in class. 
 
 
4240 HONORS FRENCH 4 CREDIT: 1 
 

In this course, students round out their knowledge of the fundamentals of the French language.               
Students receive instruction in the past, present, and future tenses and conditional mood, as              
well as extensive practice in the subjunctive mood. Additional grammar topics are reviewed             
and elaborated upon as needed. Oral proficiency, written expression, and comprehension of            
authentic texts are the course’s primary goals. Thematic units include clothing, travel, cars and              
driving, helping around the house, the castles of France, two versions of  La Belle et la Bete ,                 
African oral histories, and the classic book  Le Petit Prince . Class is conducted exclusively in               
French and students are required to speak only French in class. 
 
 
4260 ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Honors French 4 
Note: Course offered 2018 - 2019 (it might NOT be offered 2019 - 2020) 
 

The main objective of this course is to extend students’ communication skills in French and               
their awareness of the cultures of the Francophone world. Students achieve a high level of               
proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpretive (listening and reading),           
Interpersonal (conversation and written exchanges), and Presentational (prepared speech and          
writing). The course “engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and              
historical contexts” and “develops students’ awareness and appreciation of         
products…practices…and perspectives” of Francophone cultures. (College Board AP French         
Language & Culture Course Description, 2011). Thematic units include  Les Défis mondiaux,            
La Science et la technologie, La vie contemporaine, La quête de soi, La famille et la                
communauté and  L'Esthétique . Weekly readings, compositions, and listening activities are          
complemented by a French-only classroom environment. Completion of extensive out-of-class          
reading and writing assignments is required. Grammar and vocabulary instruction are provided            
based on students’ needs and the demands of the AP exam. 
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Latin Courses 
 
4411 LATIN 1 CREDIT: 1 
 

Did you know that Roman women used the sweat of gladiators to improve their complexions? .                
. . that flamingo tongues were a delicacy in ancient Rome? . . . that Roman lipstick and                  
eyeshadow contained lead? . . . that the emperor Caligula made his horse a senator? . . . and that                    
the Romans washed their clothes in human urine?  
 

Learn more about the mysterious and peculiar world of the Romans as you study the language                
they spoke. The benefits of studying Latin are limitless. Latin is the basis of English and                
several other modern languages. More than 60% of English words come from Latin, and the               
SAT verbal average for students who study Latin is 166 points higher than the national average.                
Scientific and professional terminologies are largely based on Latin. The origins of western             
civilization can be traced to Greece and Rome. Many of the world’s greatest writers wrote in                
Latin. When you study Latin you learn about history, geography, art and archaeology, religion,              
mythology, sports, science, literature, and other subjects as well.  
 

If you’d like to learn more about the fascinating and sometimes bizarre world of the Romans,                
try taking Latin I.  Text:  Ecce Romani, book 1 
 
 
4421 LATIN 2 CREDIT: 1 
 

Will the Cornelians ever get out of the ditch? Will Cornelia ever see Flavia again? Will Geta                 
finally get a life?  
 

Take Latin 2 to learn the answers to these and many other riveting questions. Latin 2 continues                 
the study of the Romans and the language they spoke. Students review the basic language               
principles studied in Latin 1 and master language skills not studied previously. Emphasis is              
placed on acquiring the skills needed to read intermediate Latin texts. Further study of Roman               
civilization and culture through an examination of adapted readings in Latin, increases the             
students' awareness of the debt of western civilization to ancient Greece and Rome. Students              
continue to develop their English vocabulary through a study of Latin roots.  Text: Ecce              
Romani, book 1 
 
 
4431 LATIN 3 CREDIT: 1 
 

Eugepae! The Cornelians are finally out of the ditch and have reached Rome at last. But what                 
will life hold for them in the big city? Will Cornelius succeed in putting out the fire? How will                   
Pseudolus be punished for stealing the rabbit? Will Sextus’ lies finally catch up with him?  
 

The answers to these questions might surprise you! Take Latin 3 to find out more. In Latin 3,                  
students continue the development of language skills needed to master advanced Latin texts.             
Grammatical emphasis is placed on the passive voice, comparison of adjectives, participles,            
and pronouns. Cultural units emphasize daily life in ancient Rome, with a look at Roman               
dining habits, the hazards of city life, and education. Students examine the influence of Latin               
on the English language and on the Romance languages.  Text:  Ecce Romani, book 2 
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4440 HONORS LATIN 4 CREDIT: 1 
 

Will Uncle Titus ever grow up? Will Cornelia marry the man of her dreams? Has Sextus’ father                 
abandoned him for good?  
 

The saga of the Cornelian family reaches a breathless climax in Latin 4. In addition to the                 
answers to these intriguing questions, Latin 4 students complete their study of Latin grammar              
by examining the forms and uses of the subjunctive and indirect statements. Cultural units              
include an examination of Roman entertainment, including the Circus and the arena, along with              
Roman weddings and funerals. Students continue to expand their English vocabularies by            
studying the derivation of Latin root words. Text: Ecce Romani, book 2 
 
 
4460 HONORS LATIN 5: POETRY CREDIT: 1 
This course will be offered in 2018-19 
 

Latin 5 is an upper level course for those students who have acquired a facility with the                 
language and an appreciation of it. The course pursues an in-depth reading and analysis of a                
range of Latin poets, with emphasis on selections from Vergil’s Aeneid, Ovid’s            
Metamorphoses, Catullus’ love poems, and Martial’s epigrams. Emphasis is placed on           
developing fluency in reading and expertise in literary analysis. The thorough review of Latin              
grammatical principles is continued. Texts: Love and Transformation: An Ovid Reader, A Song              
of War—Readings from Vergil’s Aeneid, Love and Betrayal, A Catullus Reader, and select             
handouts. 
 
 

Note:  Latin Poetry and Latin Prose are both advanced courses of similar level of achievement.  
One may be taken before or after the other. 

 
 
4450 HONORS LATIN 5: PROSE CREDIT: 1 
This course will be offered in 2019 - 2020 
 

Latin 5 is an upper level course for those students who have acquired a facility with the                 
language and an appreciation of it. The course pursues an in-depth reading and analysis of a                
diverse range of Latin prose authors, including selections from Aesop’s Fables, Petronius’            
Satyricon, Tacitus’ history of the private lives of the early emperors, Pliny’s letters describing              
the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius and the death of his uncle, Julius Caesar’s description of the habits                 
of the Druids, various ghost stories and other writings from the Middle Ages, and J.K.               
Rawling’s Harrius Potter et Philsophi Lapis. Emphasis is placed on developing fluency in             
reading and expertise in literary analysis. The thorough review of Latin grammatical principles             
is continued.  Texts: Cambridge Latin Anthology, Cambridge Latin Course IV, Jenney’s Third            
Year Latin, the Longman Latin Readers series, and select handouts.  
 
 

Note:  Latin Prose and Latin Poetry are both advanced courses of similar level of achievement.  
One may be taken before or after the other. 
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4511 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 10, 11, & 12 
This course will  NOT  count towards World Language Requirement 

 

This introductory course to American Sign Language (ASL) includes finger spelling,           
vocabulary, basic sentence structure, history, Deaf Culture, current trends, principles of           
linguistics and grammatical structures. Basic expressive skills using the manual alphabet,           
numbers and signs prepare the student to communicate on a basic level. Students in classes will                
consist of direct instruction, watching videos (primary native signers), individual work,           
numerous interactive activities, signing projects, etc. This class is primarily taught in ASL             
(without voicing). 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Technology/Engineering 

Philosophy 
 
Here at Northampton high school we believe that it is our job to prepare our students for life                  
beyond graduation and help them become productive citizens of the 21st century global society.              
This learning experience should reach beyond the mere accumulation of facts and also teach              
the technical, and interpersonal skills needed in a career and in life.  These skills are harder to                 
measure with a test but can be observed through their work ethic, demeanor and through their                
interactions with fellow students and educators. These are skills that they can carry with them               
the rest of their lives to make them more productive members of our modern society. The                
Technology Education Department has decided the following 3 core values best fit the work              
and philosophy of our department and the classes that we offer.  
 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
 

● To engage in creative activities and understand their role in innovation; 
● To develop an understanding of the aesthetic, social and historical contributions from            

many diverse and changing cultures; 
● To work in small and large group settings as well as to contribute in collaborative group                

environments. 
 
The curriculum offered in the Tech Ed Department focuses on developing these both academic              
and experiential knowledge through a multi-faceted, hands-on approach to learning. Students           
continuously demonstrate comprehension of curriculum through dynamic, project-based        
assignments which promote communication, collaboration and teamwork. These social skills          
are critical components to their success in all of their future endeavors. 
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Technology Education Courses 
 
 
6161 INTRODUCTION TO VIDEOGRAPHY CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

This is an introductory course in the study of video, audio, and multimedia technology.              
Students will be given hands-on instruction using Canon digital SLR cameras and learn             
post-production techniques with Adobe Premiere CS6 non-linear editing software. Basic          
concepts of media literacy provide a framework for critical thinking about student productions.             
Students will gain experience in effective communication and the skillful use of video             
technology as they work individually, in small teams or as a whole class. They will produce a                 
sequence of videos of increasing complexity, from still images set to music, through animation,              
interviews, advertisements and public service announcements, drama, comedy and         
documentary. Additionally, students will master script writing, interviewing skills, basic          
lighting, shooting, acting for the camera and editing. They will also be encouraged to produce               
their videos for Northampton Community Television and local and national contests. 
 

 
6461 INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

This course offers an introduction to the medium of digital photography. Students will be given               
hands-on instruction using Canon digital SLR cameras and learn post-production techniques           
with Adobe Photoshop CS6 graphic design software. Students will sharpen their critical            
thinking about photography by learning how it has both reflected and influenced our culture for               
over a century. Students will also learn photo composition, proper techniques for shooting in              
the digital medium, and editing essentials. Students will be encouraged to submit their             
photographs to local and national contests. 

 
 
6221 SERVICE LEARNING: SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and 12 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

The NHS Social Entrepreneurship course provides students with the ability to develop 21 st             
century learning strategies through the creation, collaboration, implementation and promotion          
of a semester-long entrepreneurial, community-based project. Students will gain a          
comprehensive understanding of social entrepreneurship and use the ADDIE process (Analysis,           
Design, Development, Implementation, Evaluation) to create and implement needs-based         
action plans for the District and local organizations. This course includes a blended learning              
approach and is supplemented with online resources that are completed in conjunction with the              
community project. Additionally, students will reflect on their theoretical and technical           
knowledge through journal assignments. 
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6451 COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA PRODUCTION (CAMP) CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grades 11 and Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Photography, Introduction to Videography, or Teacher Recommendation;          
subject to application and  interview process.  
Course offered Pass/Fail only  
 

The Communications and Media Production (CAMP) course offered at Northampton High           
School is intended to provide students the opportunity to advance their education through             
intensive experiential, real-world learning. The Communications and Media Production course          
will revolve around the central goal of developing the student’s ability to cover events in the                
technology department, school, and school community through online, television, and print           
platforms. Students taking the course will produce, edit, and distribute the yearbook, weekly             
news broadcasts, and monthly newsletters, as well as additional communications, development,           
and marketing projects. Additionally, the program is largely governed by students leaders in             
executive roles.  
 

Students will be expected to complete the necessary duties of their role within the              
Communications and Media Production Crew and attend mandatory meetings Mondays &           
Thursdays from 2:00-3:00 in G16. Enrollment in this course is very competitive, and students              
are encouraged to participate as production assistants during their undergraduate careers. 
 
 
6511 WOOD TECHNOLOGY I CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

This course is an activity-based, applied technology class that involves material           
experimentation, problem-solving, and product fabrication. In addition to a “traditional” small           
furniture project, the class will have experiences in mass-production, wood-turning, structural           
analysis, equipment use and safety, and wood joinery. 
 
 
6521 WOOD TECHNOLOGY II CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Wood Technology 1 and permission of instructor. 
Priority to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
 

Wood Tech II delves into the world of woodworking and expands upon the areas taught in                
Wood Tech 1. The class will be available to particularly driven and talented students who               
display their talents and abilities while in Wood Tech 1. The curriculum will be designed to fit                 
the interests and needs of each individual that is accepted into the course. The course has many                 
areas in which the student could potentially concentrate his or her studies such as wood turning,                
building construction, wooden crafts, cabinet making, joinery and more. Upon acceptance into            
the course the instructor and the student will meet to layout a curriculum that will fit that                 
particular student needs and fit the Massachusetts State Engineering Frameworks. 
 
 
 
  

65 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

66 



VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Philosophy 
 
An arts education at Northampton High School provides our students with the opportunity to              
take part in dynamic, creative, high quality experiences that will prepare them for a successful               
life in the 21st Century. We believe that engaging students in their natural curiosity and               
motivation toward creative expression both enhances and drives the learning process. We are             
committed to inspiring our students to strive for excellence as they navigate their arts              
education and we are proud to provide outstanding opportunities for our more advanced             
students. The arts program at NHS is dedicated to help each and every student reach their full                 
artistic potential as they develop the confidence to function successfully in a globally diverse              
society. 
 
 

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 
The Fine and Performing Arts department focuses on the following Academic and Social and              
Civic Learning Expectations in the classroom:  

● To be skilled listeners and observers 
● To engage in creative activities and understand their role in innovation 
● To work in small and large group settings and contribute in collaborative environments 

 
 

Aims & Objectives 
 
We assist our students in the development of advanced problem solving skills through rich and               
challenging arts experiences in the belief that creativity plays a role in innovation and that our                
students will develop the ability to reflect upon their own creative practice in a thoughtful way. 
Our students will also: 

• Develop essential critical thinking skills 
• Experience daily collaboration, community connection, and teamwork. 
• Gain the opportunity to stretch themselves, to work outside their comfort zone and to              

take artistic risks. 
• Listen and respond to constructive criticism 
• Develop patience; the creative process by its very nature is introspective and slow. 

Advanced students may choose to further their arts education beyond the high school level              
through study at the college level, an apprenticeship, or some other avenue. We encourage,              
prepare and support our students in their future pursuits both professionally and/or as an              
ongoing life enhancing activity. As in all other disciplines, a strong high school foundation is               
crucial to a student’s success. 
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Visual Arts 
 
Visual arts education trains students to perceive and shape the visual, spatial, and aesthetic              
characteristics of the world around them. Visual arts include the traditional “fine arts” of              
drawing, painting, photography, printmaking, and sculpture; the design fields including          
industrial, ceramic, textile, furniture, and graphic design; and architecture, landscape design           
and urban, regional, and rural planning. Visual arts are a continuously evolving field that also               
explores the expressive potential of technologies such as film, holography, video, and other             
electronic forms of image making. 

Aims and Objectives 
• To develop visual awareness, creativity and personal expression through art. 
• To develop insights in the critical, appreciative and historical aspects of art. 
• To develop skills in selective art media through exploration and practice. 

 
 
 

Core Art Courses 
 
 
7111 FOUNDATIONS OF ART CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grades 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

This prerequisite art course provides students with a focused and comprehensive study into the              
language of visual art. Students will build upon the skills and experiences learned in this class                
when enrolled in future intermediate and advanced art classes. 
 

The fundamentals of drawing (line, space, value, perspective, proportion, mark-making, texture           
and composition) will be explored in a variety of subject matter and materials. Two              
dimensional and three dimensional design principles such as: color, shape, space, and form will              
be explored with a range of materials such as paint, inks, wire, cardboard and mixed media.                
Units of study in linear perspective and art appreciation/history will round out the course              
objectives of providing students with a solid foundation in the fundamentals of visual art. 
 

Students should expect to participate in critiques, to study for vocabulary quizzes, and to work               
collaboratively with others in the class. 
 
 
7131 DRAWING AND PAINTING 1 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art  
 

Drawing and Painting 1 students will record and represent what they see by drawing from life,                
from direct observation, and from a variety of subject matter, such as landscape, still life, the                
human form and manmade objects. Students will have the opportunity to learn how to              
manipulate art materials such as graphite, charcoal, conte crayon, ink and ink wash, oil and               
chalk pastels, and mixed media collage. They will also learn how to map out a composition and                 
to work “holistically”. 
 

68 



Color theory and how it relates to painting will be studied and practiced in the form of looking                  
at art history as a reference and for inspiration. Student will study the paintings of Caravaggio                
to learn about how dramatic lighting sculpts form, how color was used by the Fauves and the                 
Impressionists and how the Cubists perceived space by creating one painting in each of those               
art styles themselves. 
 

Students should expect to participate in critiques, complete approximately two homework           
assignments per month, study for vocabulary quizzes, and participate in written assignments as             
they relate to viewing skills and art history. 
 
 
7151 CERAMICS 1 CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art  
 

In Ceramics I students will explore clay’s potential for sculptural and functional forms. The              
first half of the semester will cover hand building techniques (pinch, coil, and slab) as well as                 
use of under glazes, glazes, and other surface treatments. All students will learn the basics of                
the potter’s wheel, and will create functional forms. We study ceramics from diverse cultures              
and learn how people have communicated about their lives and traditions throughout history.             
All students will be expected to draw, design original works, read, participate in critiques, do               
research and write a paper. All students contribute to the smooth running of the clay studio,                
including loading and unloading the kiln, recycling clay, and helping each other when needed. 
 
 
7340 HONORS ART 1 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art, Drawing and Painting 1, Teacher recommendation 
This is a semester 1 course only 
 

Honors Art 1 is a course designed for the serious art student who plans to continue with his/her                  
education in the visual arts beyond high school. This course will assist students in preparing a                
beginning portfolio of artwork that they will need when applying as an art major to any art                 
school or art department in a college/university. Students who wish to minor in art or continue                
with their art studies in some capacity will find the Honors Art courses better prepare them for                 
those experiences. 
 

Students will work in and outside of class to complete the necessary coursework. The              
fundamentals of drawing, 2-D and 3-D design are emphasized as they are the foundation from               
which all artists learn to organize visual information and therefore communicate and express             
their ideas. Students will increase their knowledge and understanding of the creative process             
through a variety of structured visual problems and exploration with a variety of materials. Art               
appreciation, careers in the arts, monthly journal assignments, written papers, quizzes and            
active participation in critiques are also part of the course. 
 

Art school admissions representatives visit this class every year to present information, meet             
with students and conduct portfolios reviews. There is a summer assignment for the course. It               
is expected that the student will complete approximately 1-2 hours of homework per night              
outside of class. Students will also complete a Concentration of seven thematically related             
works of art, entitled their “Small Series”. 
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7360 HONORS ART 2 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Honors Art 1, Teacher recommendation 
This is a semester 2 course only 
 

This course builds on the skills, knowledge and visual experiences of Honors Art 1. This course                
will provide the student with more sophisticated visual problem-solving experiences in the            
form of a visually coherent thematic series of the student’s choice. 
 

Students will be introduced to important artists, past and present, through video, film and              
readings. Students will continue to be assigned monthly journal assignments and written            
papers, and will present information and actively participate in critiques. Emphasis is on             
developing a personal vision and voice as a young artist. All students will be required to                
critique their work, write papers, give presentations, attend field trips and exhibit their work in               
the school and community. Students should expect to spend 1-2 hours per night working on               
their series. 
 
 
7370 HONORS ART 3 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 12  
Prerequisite: Honors Art 2, Teacher recommendation  
This is a semester 1 course only 
 

Honors Art 3 challenges the student to create their strongest portfolio for the college              
admissions process. Students are encouraged to attend National Portfolio days during the fall             
semester to received feedback from the schools they are interested in applying to. With this               
information, students will work in and out of class to continue to develop their portfolios. They                
will work thematically on a Concentration Series with more focus on the content of their work.                
Students are expected to push and stretch themselves artistically and to take more risks as they                
explore the creative process and investigate their own ideas. Students may have journal reviews              
twice a semester. Students are expected to work on their portfolios 1-2 hours per night as                
homework. 
 
 
7380 HONORS ART 4 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 12 
Prerequisite:  Honors Art 3, Teacher recommendation  
This is a semester 2 course only 

 
This course is designed to bring the student to their maximum artistic potential as well as                
providing opportunities to work collaboratively on public art projects within the school            
community and within the community at-large. Students will design and create large-scale            
murals for the school such as the student restrooms, the Sol LeWitt project and community               
projects (Big Y windows). Students will also participate in exhibits within the school and in the                
community such as Hosmer Gallery at Forbes Library. Students will continue to write about              
and discuss their work in critiques and in written papers. Students will, in addition, be               
exploring an advanced problem in art history and have journal reviews twice a semester.  
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Art Classes Offered in Alternate Years 
 

2018-19 Offerings 
 
 
7141 DRAWING AND PAINTING 2 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting 1 
 

Drawing and Painting 2 students will develop their interpretive drawing and painting skills             
through a variety of advanced visual exercises in drawing, 2D design, color theory and mixed               
media collage work. Exercises from Johannes Itten’s color theory and his design courses will              
be introduced to students and they will have class exercises in both areas. By working with                
landscape sketches from time spent in Child’s Park, students will explore Itten’s “Seven Color              
Contrasts” using a variety of materials and mediums. Students will also work with mixed              
media collage and will explore visual contrast and abstraction, among other assignments.  
 

Students should expect to actively participate in class, individual and small group critiques, to              
have approximately two homework assignments per month, to study for vocabulary quizzes,            
and to work in small group collaborative projects, and possibly some written assignments. 
 
 
7211 SCULPTURE CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art 
 

Students in this course will learn about form, space, time and light: How these 4 elements                
relate to each other and interact with each other; to express emotion; create a mood; or perform                 
a function. Sculptural techniques such as modeling, casting, carving and assembling will be             
explored. Materials used will be papier-mâché, paper, pulp, cardboard, wood, wire, plaster,            
wax, clay, concrete and found objects. Students will work individually, in small groups, and              
together to create a collaborative piece. Students will study ancient and contemporary sculpture             
and we will visit local public sculptures. Students will write a paper and/or give a presentation                
based on a sculptor of their choice. Students should be prepared to get messy, participate in                
critiques, and go on walking field trips.  
 
 
 

2019-2020 Offerings 
 
 
7231 GRAPHIC DESIGN, PRINTMAKING AND BOOK ARTS CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Foundations of Art 
 

Graphic Design can be defined as “ the art or skill of combining text and pictures in                
advertisements, magazines, or books”, primarily for purpose of communicating an idea to the             
public at large. Sometimes that communication comes from the business world, sometimes it’s             
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directed at the  political world, but nonetheless, because we do live in a visual world, much of                 
what is manmade that exists all around us, was designed by someone. Billboards, posters, book               
design, magazine ads, TV ads, product design and packaging design involve the use of              
illustration, photography, printmaking and design skills. A good designer needs to be creative             
and flexible, skillful with materials, have knowledge of color theory and typography and             
understand how to create an interesting and balanced composition, among others.  
 

Students in this class will brainstorm on paper to generate thumbnail sketches, and go through               
a creative design process to find the best solution to a visual problem they have been given.                 
They will work with typography on a small scale and on larger scale collaborative projects for                
the school. Students will also learn monoprinting techniques, and revisit linocuts, which they             
learned about in Foundations of Art. Students will also create handmade books, one example              
being an accordion book. 
 

Students should expect to participate in the Daily Hampshire Gazette’s “Create An Ad”,             
actively participate in class and individual critiques, have regular homework assignments,           
study for vocabulary quizzes and work collaboratively with others. 
 
 
7121 CERAMICS 2 CREDIT: 1 
Open to Grade 10, Grade 11, Grade 12 
Prerequisite:  Ceramics 1 
 

In this advanced ceramics course students will increase their skills in wheelwork, hand             
building, figurative and abstract sculpture. Students will be required to choose a major and a               
minor concentration and will work more independently: setting and maintaining deadlines and            
a strong work ethic. Students will understand and interpret 3 dimensional design from a              
functional and visual arts perspective. Students will understand connections of cultural and            
artistic clay traditions through research and class presentations. Students will study traditional            
thrown forms from Asia and Europe and Contemporary pottery. In addition to working with              
clay students will draw, make models, make a plaster mold, make a clay stamp, write and do a                  
presentation for the class based on an artist of their own choosing. 
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Music 
 
Music is a unifying force in civilizations throughout the world. Music gives order to sounds               
and silence, and communicates through melody, harmony, rhythm, and movement. Music           
education trains the student to use the human voice and a variety of instruments in individual                
and ensemble performances. Music includes forms such as folk, popular, band, and orchestral             
music, gospel music and oratorio, jazz, opera, and musical theater. 
 
 

Instrumental Music Courses 
 
 
7961 BAND CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
This course may be taken more than once 
 

Band is offered every semester. Explore a wide variety of band literature in a challenging and                
supportive atmosphere. Emphasis will be placed on improving ensemble skills such as balance             
and blend, good intonation and rhythmic accuracy. Individual practice is required outside of             
daily rehearsals. Band will perform several times throughout the year and attend a festival              
each spring.  Concert Band begins at the start of November and lasts throughout the year. 
 

Marching Band is one component of the overall program that takes place primarily in the fall                
and lasts until mid November. Here you will learn to maneuver and play, develop great               
leadership skills, find a strong sense of community, and contribute to the school community in               
a fun and positive way. We will perform at football games and several parades throughout the                
year. No previous experience is necessary but you must be enrolled in band to participate.               
Band students will also attend Band Camp one week prior to the start of school. Band camp                 
allows students to brush up on their playing, learn how to march, and spend time with upper                 
classmates prior to the start of school. 
 

All students, including those requesting band for second semester only, are encouraged to             
attend band camp. 
 

Students are encouraged to sign up for band for the entire year. Grade 9 students are highly                 
encouraged to take band the first semester of their freshman year. 
 
 
7951 MUSIC THEORY  CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

A course in music theory designed for students with some previous musical experience. Basic              
knowledge of music reading is highly recommended, but not necessary. Learn more about how              
music is constructed, how scales and chords are formed, the relationship between major and              
minor keys, melody, harmony, chord progression and modulation. Highly motivated students           
can arrange to take the AP Music Theory Test if desired. 
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7981 AMERICAN POPULAR MUSIC & SOCIAL CHANGE CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

This course is for musicians and non-musicians who would like to study the development of               
popular music from minstrelsy to the present day. The course will consist of reading, writing               
and listening projects as well as class presentations. Study racism in music, the turbulent time               
of the 60’s and how music has interacted with social issues throughout the most recent decades.                
No previous musical experience is required. 
 
 

Vocal Music 
 
7941 CHORUS CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
This course may be taken more than once 
 

This singing group requires no previous experience, but a strong desire to sing. The “NHS               
Chorus” will perform locally each semester. Emphasis will be placed on singing a wide variety               
of music and learning to blend voices within the group. Basic vocal technique and musical               
literacy are integral parts of this class. This course is excellent preparation for the other               
auditioned ensembles. 
 
 
7971 A CAPPELLA ENSEMBLE:  THE NORTHAMPTONES CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Audition 
 

This class is for highly motivated vocal students who read music well enough to learn their                
part. The a cappella group will study and perform a wide range of vocal a cappella repertoire.                 
Music covered will include popular tunes (as heard by many college a cappella groups) and               
jazz arrangements. Students are also encouraged to write their own arrangements for the group.              
The a cappella group is a performance ensemble and will perform regularly throughout the              
academic year. Those who sign up must be able to attend many after school concerts and                
competitions. 
 
 
7991 CHAMBER CHOIR CREDIT: 1 
Prerequisite:  Audition 
 

This class is for highly motivated singers only. The ability to read music is essential to this                 
ensemble. The Chamber Choir will study and perform a wide range of advanced choral              
literature. Students are expected to learn their part outside of class and attend several              
after-school concerts and festivals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

74 



7911 SONGWRITING CREDIT: 1 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
This course may be taken more than once 
 

This class is designed for anyone with an interest in writing songs. We will work on the                 
fundamentals of composition and spend the bulk of our time applying these tools to              
songwriting. This is a workshop-style course; therefore, students must have the ability to work              
independently. Weekly assignments will include, lyric writing, melodic composition, chord          
progressions, musical forms and genres. Each student will develop his/her own portfolio over             
the course of the semester. There will be a performance of songs composed at the end of the                  
semester.  
 
 

Theater and Film 
 
Theater and film ask the essential question “Why do we act the way we do, and what are the                   
consequences of our actions?” Plays and movies help us reflect on our own goals and conflicts                
as we’re drawn into the lives of the characters we see on stage and screen. Theater and film                  
also use “visual storytelling” techniques (images and sounds) to communicate powerful           
messages which reach beyond the words of the script or screenplay. 
 

The theater and film curriculum provides students with opportunities to integrate many            
different art forms, including acting, directing, design, music, writing, movement, voice and            
speech, improvisation, cinematography and technical production; along with related subjects          
such as puppetry, storytelling, circus, and audio performance. 
 
 
7421 FILM STUDIES CREDIT: 1  
Priority to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

The great movies tell stories that entertain us, transport us to unfamiliar times and places,               
engage our emotions, and influence the way we think, often without our consciously realizing              
it. The Film Studies course examines the art of visual storytelling: how the most powerful               
creative medium of all time combines words and images to engage both the conscious and               
unconscious minds of its audience, giving rise to a dreamlike viewing experience that can have               
a profound effect on our thinking about the world. 
 

Students delve under the glossy surface of Hollywood films to understand how they are              
structured. They learn about the origins of modern film and the technical innovations that              
revolutionized the industry. They study the vocabulary of filmmaking, the evolution of film             
genres, the components of a production team, the art of cinematography, and basic             
screenwriting techniques, while viewing and discussing 20 or more feature-length and short            
films. The knowledge and skills learned in this course are complementary to those taught in the                
“Visual Storytelling for Filmmakers” course. 
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7601 THEATER ARTS CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grade levels 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

Theater is a richly social art form. We see the elements of theater all around us: in school, in                   
family gatherings, in movies and pop music; even in political events and religious rituals. The               
essential question of this course is “what makes theater ‘Theater’?” When and where did              
theater evolve? What makes a play compelling to an audience? How are plays produced? If you                
are curious about the theater but have little or no experience, this is the course for you. If you                   
are serious about studying acting, directing, or theater production this is the course you should               
take first. While Theater Arts is not technically a prerequisite for other courses, the knowledge               
and training provided in this class is the foundation upon which the NHS theater curriculum is                
built. Students will play theater games; read about and discuss the history, theory and practice               
of theater; watch theater videos and live performances; and rehearse and perform scenes or              
short plays for the school community. Students not wishing to perform are not required to do so                 
–  there are plenty of production tasks and study topics that non-actors can pursue! 
 
 
7501 ACTING SEMINAR CREDIT: 1 
Open to all grade levels 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

The acting seminar is a program of continuing acting training which varies its focus from year                
to year. Students may repeat the seminar as often as necessary: curriculum topics, choice of               
dramatic material, and even styles of acting change with each semester. Students will receive              
core training in theater games, audition and rehearsal techniques, voice and speech; additional             
training will rotate among the following topics: scene and monologue study, personalization,            
objectives, on-camera acting techniques, children's theater, story theater, Shakespeare,         
Brechtian theater, mask work, physical characterization, stage combat, dialect work, advanced           
improvisation techniques and Viewpoints. The semester will culminate in public performances           
by all members of the class. 
 
 
7701 ACTING & DIRECTING WORKSHOP CREDIT: 1  
Priority to Grade 11 and Grade 12 
Prerequisite for directors: Theater Arts or Acting Seminar 
Prerequisite for actors: None (students with acting experience preferred) 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

The Acting and Directing Workshop is the most advanced course in the NHS Theater program.               
The course focuses on three overarching questions: 1) How do theater artists select and              
interpret dramatic material? 2) How does a director form a production team and produce a               
play? and 3) How can actors and directors collaborate most effectively with each other?              
Students work in groups, learning to give and receive constructive feedback and direction. They              
learn to create dynamic stage pictures, utilize the features of different performance spaces, and              
explore the composition of line, rhythm and tempo in scene work. Finally, they collaborate to               
choose, interpret, rehearse and perform short plays for the school community and general             
public. 
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Students can attend the class either as an “actor” or “director”: acting students will be casted                
and directed in exercises, scenes and plays by directing students. In this way, students with               
almost any level of experience and interest can use this course to explore the arts of                
interpretation and collaboration. Students who are serious about directing are encouraged to            
take this course twice: first as an actor, then as a director.  PLEASE NOTE: Students intending to                 
direct a student production must take the Acting and Directing Workshop as a director before               
beginning their rehearsal process. 
 
 
7431 FILMMAKING WORKSHOP CREDIT: 1 
Priority to Grade 10, Grade 11 and Grade 12 
This course fulfills the Visual and Performing Arts credit requirement 
 

While a screenplay is written in words, it is interpreted as a series of images. Aspiring                
filmmakers must master a complex system of camera angles, movements and shot sizes, as              
well as becoming adept at framing and editing sequences of shots in order to create compelling                
visual stories. 
 

In this class, students form small production teams to make a series of short films, each                
featuring a particular family of shot types. The class views and discusses award-winning short              
films in order to learn how each camera angle, camera move and shot size affect the audience,                 
and how shots are composed in certain sequences in order to tell a story most effectively. As                 
the semester progresses, teams begin mastering the “pre-visualization” process, learning to           
better plan each shot so as to make better edits. Finally, students are trained to use the cameras,                  
equipment and resources at Northampton Community Television, qualifying them as NCTV           
student producers. Students are welcome to focus on individual interests such as screenwriting,             
directing, cinematography, editing or on-camera acting while working on team projects. 
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WELLNESS PROGRAM 
 

Philosophy 
 
Wellness education at Northampton High School provides our students with the opportunity to             
take part in courses that are designed to help students acquire the knowledge and skills to                
enable them to make responsible decisions regarding their health and wellness.  The curriculum             
is integrated with rich content, current information, physical experiences and classroom           
experiences that aim to prepare them for a successful and healthy life in the 21st Century. The                 
ultimate goal and focus of the courses are to teach about prevention efforts, being proactive and                
the latest information on how to apply these concepts to promote a healthy lifestyle and               
mitigate disease.  
 
Our courses are designed to challenge our students to develop critical thinking skills and              
 reinforce responsible decision making. Inherent in our department philosophy is that personal            
reflection, self confidence, self awareness and self control coupled with accurate information            
provide the basic foundation along with the tools necessary for adolescents to make healthy,              
educated and confident decisions.  
 
Our Wellness courses feature classroom learning, physical activity and the application of real             
life experiences to create a dynamic learning environment. The department uses community            
resources and field trips to assist students in developing a connection to their community and               
their personal health. By the end of the courses students have learned how to access and process                 
more information and resources for future reference.  Students learn through collaboration with            
peers and adults, including classroom projects, role play, individual assignments, use of            
technology and other mediums.  
 
Classes in the wellness department allow for student reflection, insight  and intellectual growth             
through the synthesization of material, meditation, journaling, class discussions, peer review of            
work and the examination of current events that relate to subject material. The courses are rich                
in social emotional experiences where students work together and process the relationships that             
are need to be successful in groups. A strong focus is placed on communication and               
interpersonal interactions to reinforce lessons and topics.  
 
We strive to provide opportunities for advanced learning by encouraging and providing            
information about local opportunities that exist to extend learning as well as other learning              
extensions that deepen the curriculum. Advanced students may choose to further their            
education beyond the classroom by completing extra assignments and seeking local internship            
placements and taking college courses.  
 
We encourage, prepare and support our students to understand the connection between health             
and learning, quality of life and future success. Learning to balance physical, mental and social               
health is the cornerstone of our curriculum. The wellness program at NHS is dedicated to help                
each and every student reach their full health potential as they develop the confidence to               
function successfully in a globally diverse society. 
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Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective in the use of technology and understand the ethical considerations             

regarding retrieving and utilizing information 
● To be critical and analytical readers, researchers and problem solvers  
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of              

purposes  

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● To be able to make healthy and safe life choices 
● To be able to comprehend and interpret information in the media 
● To be able to handle and resolve conflict by utilizing empathy, flexibility, respect and              

self control  

Learning Goals and Objectives 
 

● To become aware of the impact that everyday decisions can have on lifespan and quality               
of life 

● To understand the impact that chronic illness has on the macro and micro society 
● To learn active steps to avoid illness and disease 
● To understand the importance of diet and food choices on health 
● To learn about brain development in adolescents and the connection to mental illness             

and addiction 
● To practice and learn about physical activity and exercise in a fun and supportive              

environment 
● To practice positive communication in problem solving, relationships and real world           

activities that foster active listening and acceptance.  
● To facilitate opportunities for students to work collaboratively on projects that require            

higher level thinking and problem solving 
● To foster a understanding of the importance of lifelong physical activity  
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Wellness Education Courses 
 
9101 PHYSICAL EDUCATION CREDIT: 1 
 

This elective course offers physical activities that provide students with the opportunities to             
develop efficient movement patterns and learn concepts of body awareness, space, and effort.             
The development of body systems that operate efficiently and the application of interpersonal             
skills to solve problems, which will provide the basis for students to become capable, fit adults.                
We will engage in a variety of physical activity through games, sports, exercise, and              
movement. 
 

Students in Physical Education will be physically active for the majority of class units.              
However, there will be alternate units that will be based on learning about the many               
opportunities that exist in the field of physical education and used to impart knowledge that               
students can use in their lives beyond PE class.  
 
 
9501 WELLNESS 9 CREDIT: 1 
This course is required for all 9 th  grade students.  
 

The Northampton High School Wellness curriculum is designed to emphasize each student’s            
responsibility for his or her own health and wellbeing. The curriculum is based on the               
six-dimension model of wellness: Physical, Social, Emotional, Environmental, Spiritual, and          
Intellectual. The course integrates health and physical education concepts, providing students           
with the skills, knowledge and behaviors needed to attain a healthy balance in their lives. 
 
9511 WELLNESS EDUCATION 10 – 12 CREDIT:  1 
Massachusetts requires that all students receive four years of physical education for graduation.             
To fulfill this requirement students in grades 10-12 will participate in a series of activities and                
seminars to enhance their learning and experience with health and wellness related topics.  

 

Grade 10:  Wellness 10/ Activities and Seminars. Theme:  Community 
Grade 11:  Wellness 11/Activities and Seminars. Theme:  Sense of Place & Stewardship 
Grade 12:  Wellness 12/Activities and Seminars.  Theme TBD for 2019-2020 

 
WELLNESS 10  
 

The theme of Wellness 10 is Community. Students will participate in three specific activities              
throughout the school year; field trips, community outreach and class seminars. Students will             
experience a rope course, community service day, and seminars with such topics such as              
managing stress, mindfulness, and dealing with difficult decisions and situations.  
 
W ELLNESS  11 
The theme of Wellness 11 is a Sense of Place and Stewardship.  

Students will:  
● Explore local recreation areas and explore their connection to the environment.  
● Participate in a day-long hike at a local outdoor recreation area with classmates.  
● Participate in CPR training and learn basic life saving techniques.  
● Attend a seminar on decision making regarding substance abuse and the           

consequences of early risky behaviors.  
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
 
8501  ACADEMIC SUPPORT CREDIT: 1 
Placement determined  by Administration 
 

This course is designed to assist students who have been identified as needing additional              
support and assistance in their courses. This is a  period of time set aside during the school day                  
for students to work independently or receive academic help from a teacher or adult.  
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
The Special Education Department of Northampton High School is committed to meeting the             
diverse needs of students with disabilities by assisting them to achieve to their highest              
academic potential within public education, and to provide students with the skills necessary to              
become contributing members of society in adulthood living with as much autonomy as             
possible. We believe that the achievement of these goals is possible through effective             
collaboration with students, families, staff, related service providers and community resources.  
 

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 

Academic Expectations 
● To be effective communicators using writing, speaking and visual means for a variety of              

purposes  
● To be skilled listeners and observers  

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● To be able to handle and resolve conflict by utilizing empathy, flexibility, respect and              

self control. 

Learning Goals and Objectives 

Academic: 
● Assist students in becoming self-advocates by encouraging a sense of self-awareness           

regarding the accommodations and strategies that enable them to achieve academic           
success. 

● Implement accommodations and modifications that are informed by ongoing data          
collection and comprehensive assessment. 

● Provide students with access to the general education curriculum through the           
implementation of the identified accommodations and modifications.  

● Utilize a variety of modalities to teach students to become effective communicators            
through multiple means of communication (e.g. written, verbal, and visual). 

● Assist students, families and team members in establishing appropriate and measurable           
academic goals for educational success. 
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Social/Emotional: 
● Collaboratively problem-solve in order to effectively address challenges in a          

student-centered manner. 
● Communicate with parents, guardians, and families to ensure the holistic functioning of            

the student in the school environment. 
● Establish safe learning environments where students feel supported by the adults and            

peers with whom they are interacting. 
● Introduce and develop strategies to address conflict, inflexibilities, respect towards          

others and self control. 
● Teach students to use the tools provided to them to manage emotional difficulties, and              

to be active listeners and observers within their environment in order to better             
understand empathy and perspective. 

● Depending on their level of need, assist students in developing social skills, daily living              
skills, personal care and safety skills, self-regulation, and executive functioning skills. 

Transition: 
● Encourage students to become more self-aware and develop an understanding of their            

learning styles and strengths as well as skill deficit areas so that they can become               
effective advocates for themselves in all settings. 

● Assist students in gaining a sense of the postsecondary college or career options that              
will be a best fit according to the individual student’s learning style and preference as               
well as the appropriate level of support needed to find success. 

● Guide students through the process of gaining experience focused on developing           
pre-vocational skills as well as skills to prepare them for community living as is              
appropriate to their level of need. 

 
Special Education Course descriptions: 
 

8101 LEARNING STRATEGIES 9 CREDIT: 1 
8201 LEARNING STRATEGIES 10 CREDIT: 1 
8301 LEARNING STRATEGIES 11 CREDIT: 1 
8401 LEARNING STRATEGIES 12 CREDIT: 1 
 

Learning Strategies is a special education service provided to students who are on             
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). Learning Strategies has been developed to provide           
students with the appropriate academic support, feedback, skills-based work, and assistance to            
help them best access the general education curriculum. Individualized instruction and support            
provided in the Learning Strategies classroom are driven by the goals and objectives on each               
individual student’s IEP. Students will learn, practice, and apply organizational, test-taking,           
note-taking, math, and literacy skills as they relate to IEP goals to assist students in achieving                
success in high school and beyond. This class will also provide students opportunities to              
explore post-secondary goals as part of transition planning. The Learning Strategies           
environment is supportive of all individual learning styles and recognizes the contribution each             
student makes to the learning community. In Learning Strategies, students are encouraged to             
develop self-advocacy skills, to be critical thinkers, and to work together with their teachers,              
peers, and families in their efforts to attain academic and personal achievement. 
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8011  READING CREDIT: 1 
Meets:  English Requirement 
Placement in class is determined by Special Education Team meeting 
 
Reading class is designed for students who benefit from support in reading comprehension.             
The class focuses on providing students with direct instruction in comprehension strategies,            
vocabulary acquisition, and decoding skills. Students use short texts for whole class instruction             
in comprehension strategies and apply those lessons to their own independent reading books.             
Short texts used in class include high interest novels, poetry, plays, short stories, and news               
articles. Daily independent reading is required. Students also study elements of literature            
including theme, characterization, and conflict. Writing requirements focus on using text           
evidence to support opinions as well as organization of paragraphs and essays.  
 
 
 
GAINING OPPORTUNITY THROUGH ACTIVE LEARNING AND SUPPORT PROGRAM (GOALS)
Placement in program is determined by Special Education Team meeting 
 
The GOALS program is designed for students who have moderate, severe, or multiple             
disabilities that require a level of support that is typically not provided through a special               
education resource room. At the high school level, the GOALS Program includes small,             
mixed-grade classrooms with a lead teacher and ESPs. While intensive specialized instruction            
in reading, writing, math, science and social studies is available in the GOALS classroom,              
students may also be included in other special or general education classrooms with             
appropriate support, depending on their needs and ability to participate in other settings. In              
addition to academic instruction, students in the GOALS Program may also access services in              
areas such as occupational and physical therapy, assistive technology, mobility, vision,           
augmentative communication, social skills, and adaptive skills such as living skills, including            
health maintenance and safety skills, depending on their level of need. At the high school level                
students are also able to gain experience developing pre-vocational skills as well as skills to               
prepare them for community living. Students in the GOALS Program participate in            
assessments for grade-level learning standards using either the statewide MCAS assessment           
with accommodations or the Alternative MCAS Portfolio Assessment.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING (ELL) PROGRAM 
 

Philosophy Statement 
 
The English Language Learning (ELL) Program is designed to meet  the linguistic, academic             
and socials needs of English Language Learners (ELLs) who attend Northampton High School.             
ELLs are students who are learning English as a second or additional language and who are not                 
yet proficient in English at their grade level. The ELL Program creates a welcoming and               
challenging learning community where students acquire proficiency in both conversational and           
academic English. Students are enrolled in rigorous ELL courses taught by certified ELL             
teachers, and learn English in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. ELL              
courses are aligned with district, state, and national standards.  
 

Core Values, Beliefs and Learning Expectations 
 

Academic Expectations 
● Students will develop increasing communicative and academic proficiency in English 
● Students will develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and critical thinking 
● Students will gain linguistic and academic skills needed for success in college and             

careers 

Social and Civic Learning Expectations 
● Students will increasingly advocate for themselves 
● Students will learn about and participate in the school and local community 

 

Learning Goals and Objectives 
The ELL curriculum will include experiences that provide for the study of: 
 

● United States culture and its diversity 
● Reading strategies, fluency and comprehension 
● Writing including the use of narrative, fiction, nonfiction and poetry 
● Speaking including the expression of ideas and opinions 
● Listening using fiction and nonfiction sources  

 
 
 

English Language Learner (ELL)  Courses 
 
ELL I BEGINNING CREDIT: 1  
Open to Beginning ELL students (WIDA levels 1 & 2) 
Qualifying students will take this course for both semesters 
 

ELL I offers instruction in listening, speaking, reading and writing in English. Students study              
both conversational and academic English. This course includes explicit instruction in phonics,            
grammar, reading comprehension, and vocabulary. Students read, write and discuss a variety of             
fiction, non-fiction, and informational texts. Greater emphasis is put on the development of             
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oral communication skills. This course can be repeated for credit. Students must achieve             
proficiency at this level in order to transition from the course. 
 
 
ELL II INTERMEDIATE

CREDIT: 1  
Open to Intermediate ELL students (WIDA levels 3 & 4) 
Qualifying students will take this course for both semesters 
 
Intermediate ELL II offers instruction in listening, speaking, reading and writing in English.             
Students study both conversational and academic English. This course includes explicit           
instruction in grammar, reading comprehension, and vocabulary. Students read, write and           
discuss a variety of fiction, non-fiction, and informational texts. This course can be repeated              
for credit. Students must achieve proficiency at this level in order to transition from the course. 
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